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= O part W Hiſtory us 
more inſlrufive and 
g delightmg , than the 
Lives of great and 
worthy Men : The 
ſhortneſs of them invites many Rea- 
ders, and there' are. ſuch little and 
yet remarkable paſſages in them, too 
inconſiderable to be put in a gene- 
ral Hiſtory .of the Age in which 
they lived ; that all people are very 
—_ to know them. This makes 
Plutarch's Lives be more generally 
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Read than any of all the Books which 
the * ancient  Greuks TY Romans 
Writ, ) 

_ » Butthe-lives of Hero's -and Pri. 


ees, are commonly filled with the 


» 


account of the great things done by 
them, Which do rather belong to a \ 
gemeral, than a particular Hiſtory ; 
and do rather ammuſe- the Reader's 
fancy with a ſplendid ſhew of great- 
neſs; than offer him | what is really 


Yo uſeful to himſelf ; And - dee 


the Lives of Princes are either Writ 
with fo much flattery, by thoſe. who 
mtended to-merit by it at their own 
| bands, or others concerned in them: 
Or with ſo + much + ſpite , by thoſe 
Who being 'ill uſed by them, have re- 
venged themſelves en \their Memory, 
that there is not much to be built 
on them: ' And thongh the ll nature 
of many makes What is $ atyrically 
Þrit to be generally more - read and 


be- 
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believed, than when the flattery us 
viſible and courſe, yet certainly Re- 
ſentment may make the Writer cor-. 
rapt the truth of Hiſtory, as mach 
as Intereſt : And fince all Men have 
their blind fides, and commnnt Errors 
he that will induſtriauſly lay theſe 
together, leaving out, or but ſlight 
ly touching what ſhould be fet. a- 
gainſt them, to ballance them, may. 
make a very good Man appear .in 
very bad Colours : So upon the 
Whole matter, there is not that reaſon 
to expett either much truth, or great 
inſtruftion, from what is written con- 
cerning Hero's or Princes; for few 
have been able to imitate the patterns 
Suetonius fet the World in writing 
the Lives of the Roman Emperours, 
with the ſame freedom that they had 
led them : But the Lives of private 
Men, though they ſeldom entertain 
the Reader with ſuch a variety of 
| " A4  aſ- 
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paſſages as the other do ; Tet cer- 
rainly they offer him things, that- are 
more imitable, and do preſent Wiſ- 
dom and Virtue to bim, not only in 
a fair Idea, which is often look't 
en 4s a piece of the Invention or 
Fancy of the Writer, but in ſuch 
plain and familiar inſtanges, as do 
both direfF bim better, and per- 
ſwade him more ;_ And there are not 
ſuch- temptations to biaſs thoſe who 
Writ them, ſo that we may generally 
depend more on the truth of ſuch re- 
lations as are given in them, 

In the age in Which we live Religion 
and Virtue have been propoſed and de- 
fended with ſuch advant ages 6 with 
that great force of - reaſon, and 
thoſe perſwaſions, that they Can bard- 
ly: be matched in former times ; yet 
after all Gþis , "there are but few 
much Wrought on by them; Which 
er haps flows from this, among other 
ANIL reaſons, 
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reaſons, that there are not ſo many 
excellent Patterns. ſet out, as might 
both in 4 ſhorter, and more effeFual 
manner recommend that to the World, 
Which diſcourſes do but coldly ; The 
wit and ſtile of the Writer hoe more 
conſidered than the argument which 
they handle, and ide the propo. 
fing Virtue and Religion in ſuch a 
Model, may perhaps operate more than 
the perſpeftive of. it can do ; and for 
the Hiſtory of Learning, nothing doe's 
ſo preſerye and improve it , as. the 
writing the Lives of thoſe who bave 
been eminent in it. 

There is no Book the ancients 
bave left us, which might have in- 
formed us more than Diogenes La- 
ertius his Lives of the Philofophers ; 
if be had had the art of Writing 
equal to that | great Subjedt 
Which he undertook, for if be had 
given the World ſuch an account "of 


them, 
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them, as Gaſlendus has done of 
Peiresk, how great a ſtock of know- 
ledge might we have had, Which by 
his unskilfulneſs is in a great mea- 
ſure loſt; Since we muſt now ae- 
fend only on him, becauſe we have 
no other, or better Author, that has 
Written on that Argument. 

For many Ages there Were no 
Lives writ but by Monks, through 
Whoſe Writmgs there runs ſuch an 
incurable humour , ' of telling incre- 
dible and inimitable paſſages , that 
little in them can be believed or tro. 
poſed as a pattern : Sulpitius Seve- 
rus and Jerom ſhewed too much | 
credulity m the Lives they Writ, and 
raiſed Martin and Hilarion, beyond 
What can be reaſonably believed : af- 
ter them, Socrates, Theodoret, 
Sozomen, and Palladius, took a 
pleaſure to tell uncouth ſtories of the 
Monks of Thebais; and Nitria : 
and 
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and * thoſe who came after them 


ſcorned to fall ſhort of them , but 
raiſed their Saints above thoſe of 
former Ages, ſo that one would have 
thought that. undecent way of writing 
could riſe no higher ; and this bumaur 
infeted even oy who had otherwiſe 


a 90 ſenſe of things, and a juſt ap- 


prebenſion of Mankind, as may ap- 
pear m Matthew Paris, who though 
he was 'a Writer of great . Judge 
ment and fidelity hy Jet he has cor- 
rupted - hu Hiſtory with much of 
that Alloy :. But when emulation and 
envy. roſe among the * ſeveral Orders 
or Houſes, then they” improved in 
that art of making Romances, inſtead 
of writing Lives, to that pitch, that 
the World became generally much 
ſcandalized with them: The Fran- 
efcans and Dominicans tried who 
could fay the moſt extravagant things 
of the Founders,” or "other "Saints of 
: their 
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their Orders, and the BenediCtines ; | 
Who thought themſelves poſſeſt of the 
belief of the World , as well 'as of | 
its wealth, endeavoured all that was | 
poſſible fril to keep up the dignity | 
of their Order, by outlying the others | 
all they could & whereas here or | 
there, a Mir acle, a Viſton, or Trance, 
might have oecurred in the Liv ; of 
for) mer Saints ; now every page was 
full of thoſe wonderfull things. 

Nor has the humour of writing 
m ſuch a manner, been quite laid 
down in this Age, though more a- 
wakned and better enlightned , as 
appears in the Life of Philip Ne- 
ris, and a great many more: 
And the Jeluits at Antwerp, are 
now taking care to load © the World 
with a Vaſt and voluminous Collefion 
of all thoſe Lives that has already 
ſwelled to eleven Volumes in Folio, 


in a ſmall Print, and yt bemg di- 
oeft ed 
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geſted according to the Kalender , 
they have yet but ended the Month 
of April: The Life of Monſieur 
Renty # writ in another manner, 
where there are ſo many excellent 
paſſages, that he is juſtly to be reck- 
oned amongſt the greateſt patterns 
that France has afforded - in this 
age. | 

But while ſome have nouriſhed 
Infidelity, and a ſcorn of all ſacred 
things, by writing: of thoſe good 
Men in ſuch a ſtrain, as makes not 
only what i ſo related to be disbe- 
lieved, but creates a diſtruſt of the 
authentical writings ef our moſt ho. 
ly faith ; others have fallen into a- 
nother extream in writing Lives too 
gejunely , ſwelling them up with trifling 
accounts of the Childhood and Fducati- - 
on, and the domeſtick or private affairs 
of thoſe perſons of whom they Write, 
in which the World is little con- 


cerned : 
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cerned ; by theſe they become ſo flat, 


that few care to read them, for cer. 
tainly thoſe TranſaFions are . onely 
fit to be delivered to Poſtertty, that 
may carry with them (ome uſeful 
peece of knowledge to after-times. 

I bave now an Argument before 
me, which will afford indeed only 
a ſhort Hiſtory, but will contain in 
it as great a Character, as per. 
haps can be given of any mn this 
age ; ſince there are few inſtances of 
more knowledge and greater Virtues 
meeting in one perſon. IT am upon 
one account ( beſide many more ) un. 


fit to undertake it ; becauſe I was 


not at all known to him, ſo 1 can 


ſay nothing from my own Obſerva.- 
tion, but upon ſecond thoughts IT do 
not know whether -this may not qua-. 
lify me to write more impartially , 

though perhaps more defefively, for 
the knowledge of extraordinary perſons 


does 
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does moſk commenly biaſs thoſe, who 


were much wrought on by the tender- 
neſs of. their friendſhip, for them, to 
fr their Stile a little too high 
when they write © concerning them : 
T confeſs I knew him as much as 
the looking often upon him could a- 
mount to. The laſt year of his be- 
ing in London, he came always 
on Sundays, ( when he could go a- 
broad ) to the Chappel of the Rolls, 
where Ithen Preached : In my life 1 
never ſaw ſo much Gravity tempe- 
red with that ſweetneſs, and ſet off 
with ſo much vivacity as appeared 
in bis looks, and behaviour, Which 
diſpoſed me to a veneration for him, 
which I never bad for any , with 
whom T was not acquainted : I was 
ſeeking an opportunity of being ad- 
mitted to his Converſation; but 1 
underſtood that between a great 
Want of health, and a multiplicity of 
bufmeſs, Which his Jmployment 
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brought upon him , he Was Maſter 
of ſo little of hus time, that T ſtood 
m doubt Whether 1 might preſume 
to rob him of any of it, and ſo he 
left the Ton, before I could rt. 


folve on defiring to be known fo 


him. TIP 

My ignorance of the Law of Enig- 
hd, Ss me I, unfit l 7 
of a Man, a great part of Whoſe 
Charafter as to his Lea#ning ts to be 
taken from his skilt in the Common 
Law, and his performance im' that. 
But I ſhall leave that to thoſe of 
the ſame Robe: Since if I engaged 
much in it, F muſt needs commit 
many errors, Writing of a Subjeft that 
ts Areien to me. LE Bio Woca 

The occaſion of my undertaking 
this, vvas given me firſt by the 
earneſt defires of ſome that have 


great power over me, Vvho having 


been much obliged by him, and 
PN E ores bolding 
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bolding his Memory m high eſtima- 
tion, thought I might x it ſome 
right by Writing bis Life ; I was 
then engaged in the Hiſtory of the 
Reformation, ſo 1 promiſed that, as 


ſoon as that was over, I ould 


make the beſt uſe 1 could of ſuch 
Informations and Memorials as ſhould 
be brought me. 


This T have now performed i in the 


| beſt manner IT could , and have 


brourht into method all the parcels 
of bis Life, er the branches of his 
Charatter, which 1 could either ga- 
ther from the Informations that were 
bronght me , or from thoſe that 
were familiarly acquainted with bim, 
or from his Writings : 1 have not 
applied any of the ſafe Colours with 
which Art, or ſome forced Eloquence 
might furniſh me in Writing 
eomeerning bim, but have endea- 
Vonred to ſet him out in the ſame 


b s ſimpli- 


The- Preface. 
ſimplicity in Which he lived : T have 
Jaid little of. his Domeſtick Con- 
cerns, ſince though in thefe he Twas 
a. great Example, yet it ftgnifies 
wotbing to the World, to. know any 
particul ar exerciſes , that might be 
given to (his. Patience'; - and there- 
fore 1 ſhall draw a Vail over all 
theſe, and ſhall avoid ſaying any 
thing of bim, but What 'may afford 
the "Reader ſome profitable Inſtru. 
tion : I am under no temptations 
of ſaying any thing , but What \1 
am perſwaded is exattly true , - for 
Where there ts jo much excellent 
truth to be told, it Were. an ingx- 
cuſable fault. to corrupt. that., -, Or 
prepudice, , the Reader againſt it 


by the mixture of falſe »00ds hl 
it. 


In ſhort as be "Was a great 
example While be lived , \ſo 1. wiſh 


the 
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the ſetting him thus out to Poſte- 

rity, in his own true and native 
Colours, may have its due influence, 

on- all perfons-; but *- more -particu- 

larly on thoſe of that profeſſion , 

whom it more immediately Concerns, <= 
Whether on the Bench .or at th 

Barr. ST IT coll} 


The Reader is delired to corre the Book 
by the following Errata, before he reads 
it over, eſpecially the firſt fault, pag. 15. l. 
9. that being the moſt conſiderable. 


P*£ I 5. 1. g. read zndiſcreet Men called Obſti- 

nacy.pag- 39. 1; 8. for r. bus. pag. 44.1. ult. 
zo highly ſor. ſo highly to. pag. 50. l. 3. after 
County. of. pag. 101. 1.8. aſſignatas ſalurem, 
r. 4ſſignatus Jalptem. pag. 147, 1. 10. was r. were. 
pag. 168.1. 20. eternal r.external. pags 172. 
L. 17. dearlier, I. earlier. pag. 200. 1.15. foreſta, 
r. foreſts. 
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L'A1E 


Lord Chief Juſtice of England. 
ATTHEW HALE, was 
Born at Aldeyly in Gloceſter- 


; M ſhire, the farlt of November, 
1609. His Grandfather was Ro- 
bert Hale, an Eminent Clothier in 
Wotton-under-edge , in that County, 
where he and his Anceſtors had 
lived for many Delcents ; and 
they had given ſeveral parcels of 


Land for the uſe of the Poor, 
B which 


2 The Life and Death of 


which are enjoyed by them to 
this day. "This Robert acquired 
an Eſtare of ten Thouſand Pound, 
which he divided almoſt equally 
amongſt his five Sons; beſides 
the Portions he gave his Daugh- 
ters, from whom a numerous 
Poſteriry has ſprung. His Se- 
cond Son was Robert Hale, a Bar- - 
riſter of Lincolus-hm , he Mar- 
ried Joan, the Daughter of Mat- 
thew Poyntz, of Alderly Eſquire, 
who was deſcended from that 
Noble Family of the Poyntz's of 
Afton : Ot chis Marrage there was 
no other JWlne but this one Son. 
His Grandfather by his Mother 
was his Godfather, and gave him 
his own Name at his Baptiſm. 
His Father was a Man of that 
[trictneſs of Conlcience , that he 
gave over the practiſe of the Law, 


. becauſe he. could not underſtand 


the 


_— 4 ' 
wb 
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the reaſon of giving Colout in 
Pleadings, which as he thought = 
was to tell a Lye, and that, wich 
ſome other things commonly 
practiſed, ſeemed ro him contra. 

ry to that exaQnels of Truth and 


Juſtice which became a Chriſtian, 
lo that he withdrew himſelf from 


the Ins of Court to live on his 


Eſtate in the Country. Ot this 
I was informed by an Anci- 
ent Gentleman , that lived in a 
triend{hip with his Son for fifty 
Years, and he heard Judge Jones, 


that was Mr. Hales Contempora- 


ry, declare this in the Kimgs-Bench. 
Bur as the care he had to fave his 
Soul, made him abandon a Pro- 
oor ; in which he might haye 
tailed his Family much higher , 

{o his Charicy to his poor Neigh-- 
bours, made him not only deal 


his Alms largely among them 
B 3 he _ 


wel . 
— 
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while he lived, but at his Death 
| he left (out of his (mall Eſtate 
which was but 1001 a Year) 20 l. 
a Year to the Poor of Wotton, 
which his Son confirmed to them 
with ſome Addition, and with 
this Regulation, that it ſhould be 
diſtributed among ſuch poor 
Houſe-keepers, as did not Receive 
the Alms of the Pariſh ; for to give 
it to thoſe, was only as he uſed to 
ſay,to ſave ſo much Money to the 
Rich,who by Law were bound to 
relieve the poor of the Pariſh. 

Thus he was deſcended rather 
from a good, than a Noble Fa- 
mily, and yet what was wanting 
in the inſignificant Titles of High 
Birth, and Noble: Blood , was 
more than made up in the true 
worth of his Anceſtors. But he 
was {oon deprived of the Happi- 
nels of his Fathers Care and In- 

ſtruction, 


Sir Matthew Hale. & 


ſtruction, for as he loſt his Mother 
before he was three years old, fo 
his Father died before he was five ; 
ſo early was he caſt on the Pro- 
vidence of God. But that unhap. 
pineſs was in a great meaſure 
made up to him : For after ſome 
oppoſition made by Mr. Thomas 
Pontz,his Uncle by his Mother, he 
was committed to the care of An. 
thony Kingſcot, of Kingſcot Eſquire, 
who was his next Kinſman, after 
his Uncles, by his Mother. 

Great care was taken of his E- 
ducation, and his Guardian in- 
tended to breed him to be a Di. 


| vine, and being inclined to the 


way of thoſe then called Puritans, 
put him to ſome Schools that 
were Taught by thole of that par- 
ty, and in the 17th. year of his 
Age , ſent him to Magdalen-Hall 
in Oxford, where Obadiah Sedgwick 
D B 3 \Was 
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was his Tutor. He was an ex- 
traordinary Proficient at School, 
and for ſome time ar Oxford. But 
the Stage Players coming thither, 
he was ſo much corrupted by ſee- 
ing many Playes, that he almoſt 
wholly forlook: his Studies. By 
this he not only loſt nwuch time , 
bur found that his Head came to 
be thereby filled with fuch vain 
Images of things, that they were 
at beſt Improfitable , if not hurt- 
tul ro him; and being afterwards 
{enfible of the Miſchief of this, he 
reſolved upon his coming to Lon- 
don, ( where he knew the oppor- 
tunities of ſuch Sights would be 
more frequent and Inviting ) ne- 
ver to ſee a Play again, to which 
he conſtantly adhered. 

The Corruption of a Young 
Man's mind in one particular, ge- 
nerally draws on a great many 
mop 
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more after it, ſo he being now 
taken off from following his Stu- 
dies, and from the Gravity of his 
deporrment, that was formerly 
Eminent in him, far beyond his 
Years, ſet himſelf ro many of the 
vanities incident to Y auth, but {ti1] 
prelerved his Purity, and a great 
probity of Mind. He loved fine 
Clothes, and delighted much in 
Company : and being of a itrong 
robuſt Body, he was a great 
Maſter art all thoſe Exerciſes that 
required much Strength. He alſ 
learned to Fence, and handle his 
Weapons, in which he became fo 
expert, that he worlted many of 
the Maſters of thoſe Arts : bur as 
he was exercifing himſelf in them, 
an Inſtance appeared, that ſhew. 
ed a good Judgment, and gave 
ſome hopes of better things. One 
of his Maſters told him he could 


B ach 
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teach him no more, for he was 
now better at his own Trade than 
himſelf was. T his Mr. Hale lookt 
on as flattery ; ſo to make the Ma- 
ſter diſcover himſelf, he promi- 
ſed him the Houle he lived in, for 
he was his Tenant, if he could hic 
him a blow on the Head : and 
bad him do his beſt, for he would - 
be as good as his word: {o after 
a little Engagement, his Maſter be- 
ing really Superiour to him, hit 
him on the Head, and he per. 
formed his promiſe; for he gave 
him the Houle treely: and was 
not unwilling at that rate to 
learn (o early, to diſtinguiſh flat- 
rery from plain and ſimple truth. 
He wasnow lo taken up with 
Martial matters,that inſtead of go. 
ing on in his deſign of being a 
Scholar, 'or a Divine, he reſolv- 


ed to be a Souldier : and his Tu- 
tor 
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tor Sedgwick going into the Low- 
Countries, Chaplain to the Renow- 
ned Lord /ere, he reſolved to go 
along with. him, and to trail a 
Pike in the Prince of Orange's Ar- 
my ; but a happy ſtop was put to 
this Reſolucion, which might 
have proved ſo fatal to himſelf, 
and have deprived the Age of the 
great Example he gave, and the . 
uſeful Services he afterwards did 
his Country. He was engaged in a 
Suite of Law with Sir William Whit 
more,who laid claim toſomepart of 
his Eſtate,and his Guardian being a 
Man of a retired temper , and not 
made for Buſineſs, he was forced to 
leave the Univerſity , after he had 
been three Years init, and goe to 
London to lollicite his own buſineſs. 
Being recommended to Serjeant 
Glanvill for his Councellor, and he 
obſerving in him aclear apprehen. 
{10n 
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ſion of things, and a ſolid Judge. 
ment,and a great fitnels for the = 
dy of the Law , took pains upon 
him to perſwade him to forſake his 
thoughts of being a Souldier, and 
to apply himſelf to the ſtudy of 
the ie. and this had lo good 
an effe& on him, that on the 8th. 
of November , 1629. when he 
was paſt the 2oth. Year of his Age, 
he was admitted into Lincolns-Inn : 
and being then deeply ſenſible 
how much time he had loſt, and 
that Idle and Vain things had o- 
ver-run and almoſt corrupted his 
mind, he reſolved to Redeem the 
time he had loſt, and followed 
his Studies with a diligence that 
could ſcarce be beleived, if the 
[ignal effects of it did not gain it 
Credit. He Studied for many 
years at the rate of 16 Hours a 
day: he threw alide all fine 
: Clothes, 
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Clothes , and betook himſelf t6 
a plain faſhion, which he conti- 
nued to uſe in many points to his 
dying day. 

Bur ſince the honour of reclaim- 
ing; him from the idleneſs of his 
former courſe of Life, is due to the 
memory of that Eminent Lawyer 
Serj.Glauvil, and fince my Deſign 
in Writing is to propole a Pattern 
of Heroick Virtue to the World, I 
ſhall mention one paſſage of the 
Serjeant which ought never to be 
forgotten. His Father had a fair 
Eſtate, which he intended to fer- 
tle on his Elder Brother , bur he 
being a Vicious young Man, and 
there appearing no hopes of his 
Recovery, he ſetled it on him; that 
was his Second Son. Upon his 
Death, his Eldeſt Son finding that 
what he had before looked on, as 
the threatnings of an angry Father, 
| was 
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was now but too certain, became 
Melancholly, and that by degrees 
wrought ſo great a change on 
him, that what his Father could 
not prevail in while he Lived, 
was now effected by the ſeverity 
of his laſt Will, ſo thatit was now 
too late for him to change in 
hopes of an Eſtate that was gone 
from him. But his Brother ob- 
ſerving the reality of the change, 
re{olved within himſelf what to 
do : ſo hecalled him, with many 
of his Friends together to a Feaſt, 
and after other Diſhes had been 
ſerved up to the Dinner, he orde- 
red one that was covered to' be let 
before his Brother, and defired 
him to uncover it ; which he do- 
ing, the Company was ſurprized 
ro find it full of Writings. So he 
rold them that he was now to do, 
what he was ſure his Father would 

| ; have 
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have done, if he had lived to ſee 
that happy Change, which they 
now all ſaw in his Brother : and 
therefore he freely reſtored to him 
the whole Eſtate. This .is ſo 
great an inſtance of a Generous 
and juſt Diſpoſition , that I hope 
the Reader will eafily pardon this 
Digreſlion, and that the rather 
ſince that Worthy Serjeant was ſo 
Inſtrumental in the happy Change 
that followed in the courſe of Mr. 
Hale's Lite. 

Yet he did not at firſt break off 
from keeping too much Company 
with ſome vain People, till a ſad 
Accident drove him from it, for 
he with ſome other young Stu- 
dents, being invited to be merry 
out of Town , one of the Com- 
pany called for ſo much Wine , 
that notwithſtanding all that. Mr. 
Hale could do to prevent it, he 
WENT 
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went on in his Exceſs till he fell 
down as dead before them, ſo 
that all that were preſent, were 
not a little affrighted at it; who 
did what they could to bring him 
to himſelf again: This did parti- 
cularly affte& Mr. Hale, who 
thereupon went into another 
Room, and ſhutting the door, fell 
on his Knees, and prayed earneſt- 
ly to God, both tor his Friend , 
that he might be reſtored to Life 
again 3 and that himſelf might be 
forgiven for giving ſuch Counte. 
nance to-ſo much Exceſs: and he 
vowed.to God , that he would 
never again keep Company in 
that manner, nor drink a health 
while he lived : His Friend reco-. 
vered, and he moſt Religiouſly 
obſerved his Vow, till his Dying 
day. And though he was after. 
wards prelt to drink Healths, par. 


ticularly 
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ticularly the Kings, which was 
ſerup by too many as a diſtin. 
guiſhing mark of Loyalty, and 
drew many into great Excels after 
his Majeſties happy Reſtoration ; 
bnt he would never diſpenſe wich 
his Vow, though he was ſome- 
times roughly treated for this, 


1 ole 


which ſome hot and indiſcree: 1 


-Jed Obſtinacy. 
_ This wrought an entire change 
on him: now he forfook all vain 
Company, and divided himſelf 
between the Duries of Religion, 
and the Studies of his Profeſſion ; 
in the former he was ſo regular, 
that for Six and thirty years time, 
he never once failed going to 
Church on the Lords fag this - 
oblervation he made when an 
Ague firlt interrupted that conſtant 
Courſe, and he refle&ed on it, as 
an Acknowlegement of God's 
great 
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great Goodnels to him, in ſolong 
2 Continuance of his health. 

He took a ſtri& account of his 
time, of which the Reader will 
beſt Judge , by the Scheme he 
drew for a Diary which I ſhall in- 
ſerc Copied from the Original, | 
but I am not certain when he 
made it; it is ſet down in the 
ſame Simplicity in which he wrie 
it for his own private ule. 


I. To lift up the heart to God in 


IT. 


MORNING. 


thankfulneſs for renewing my 
Life. 

To renew my Covenant with 
God in Chriſt. 1. By renew- 
ed Afts of Faith receiving Chriſt, 
and rejoyceing in the height of 
that Relation. 2, Reſolution 


of 


U 
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7 of being one of his People = him 


Allegiance. 
$ III. Adoration and Prayer. 
1 I'V. Setting a Watch over my own 
e || Infirmities and Paſſions , over the 
=-J Snares laid in our way. Perimus 
7 licitis: 


: Day Imployment. 


There muſt be an Imployment, 
two kinds. 
I. Our ordinary calling, to ſerve God 
mit. It # a Service to Chriſt 
though never ſo mean. Colol. 3. 
n | Here Faithfulneſs, Diligence, 
y Chearfulneſs. Not to overlay my 
ſelf with more Buſineſs than I can 
þ bear: 
p- | II. Our Spiritual Imployments : 
£ Mingle ſomewhat of Gods Immedi- 
of ate Yeryice mn thi day. 


_ 


of C Re- 
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Refreſhments. 


I. Meat and Drink, Moderation ſea- 
ſoned with ſomewhat of God. 

Il. Recreations. 1. Not our Buſt. 
neſs. 2. Sutable. No Games, 


if given to Covetouſneſs or Paſſion. 


If alone. 

I. Beware of wandring vam luſtful 
thoughts, fly from thy ſelf rather 
than entertain theſe. 

I I. Let thy Solitary thoughts be pro. 
fitable, view the Evidences a thy 
Salvation, the ſtate of thy Soul, 
the coming of Chriſt, thy own Mor- 
tality, it will make thee humble and 
Watchful. 

Company. 

Dogood to them. Uſe God's name re- 
verently, Beware of leaving an itt | 
Impreſſion of ill Example. Receive 

good from them, if mgre knowing. 

EyE- 
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EVENING. 


Caſt up the Accompts of the Day. tf 
ought amiſs, Beg pardon. Gathtr 
reſolution of more Vigilance. If 


well, Bleſs the Mercy and Grace 
of God that hath Supported thee. 


 Thele Notes have an Imper.. 
tection in the Wording of them, 
which ſhews they were only in- 
Jy rended for his Privacies. No won. 
der a Man who et fuch rules to 
himſelf , became quickly very 
Eminent and remarkable. , . 
| Nog the Attorny General, be. 
| ing then one of the greateſt Men 
'e- | of the Profeſfion; took early 
i | notice of him, and called often 
ive | for him; and direed him in his 
ng- | Stitdy , and grew to have ſuch 
/ E- ©. friend-. 
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friendſhip for him, that he came 
to be called young Noy. He pal- 
ſing from the extream of Vanity 
in his Apparel , to that of neg- 
lefting himſelf too much, was 
once taken when there was a Preſs 
for the Kings-Service, as a fit Per- 
ſon for it; for he was a ſtrong 
and well built Man : But ſome 
thatknew him coming by , and 
giving notice who he was, the 
Preſs-Men let him go. This made 
him return to more decency in his 
Clothes, butnever to any Super- 
fAluicy or Vanicy in chem. 

Once as he was Buying ſome 
Cloath for a new Suit, the Draper 
with whom he differed about the 
Price, rold him he ſhould have 
it for nothing, it he would pro- 
miſe him an Hundred pound when 
he came to be Lord Chief Juſtice 
of England;'to which he anſwered, 


Thar 
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That he could not with a good 


Conſcience wear any Man's 
Cloath, unleſs he payed for it; 
ſo he ſatished the Draper, and 
carried away the Cloath. Yet 
that ſame Draper lived to ſee him 
advanced to that ſame dignity. 
While he was thus improving 
himſelf inthe Study of the Law, 
he not only kept the Hours of the 
Hall conſtantly in Term-time , but 
ſeldom put himſelf our of Com. 
mons in Yacation-time , and conti- 
nued then to follow his Studies 
with an unwearied diligence , and 
not being ſatished with the Books 
writ about it, or to take things 


upon truſt , was very diligentin 


ſearching all Records: Then did 
he make divers Colle&ions our 
of the Books he had Read, and 
mixing them with his own Obſer. 
vations, digeſted them into a 
C 3 Com- 
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Common-place Book ; which he 
did with {0 much Induſtry and 
Judgment, that an Eminent Judge 
of the Ajngs-Bench, borrowed it 
of him when he was Lord Chief 
Baron : He unwillingly lent ir, be- 
cauſe it had been Writ by him be. 
fore he was called to the Barr,and 
had never been throughly reviſed 
by him ſince that Time, only 
what Alterations had been made 
in the Law by ſubſequent Sta- 
rutes, and Judgments, were added 
by him as they had happened : 
but the Judge having peruſed it 
ſaid, that though it was Com- 
poled by him foearly, he did not 
think any Lawyer in England 
could do it better, except he him- 
ſelf would again ſet abour it. 
He was ſoon found out by that 
great and learned Antiquary Mr. 
Selden, who though much ſuperiour 
" co 
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to him in Years, yet came to have 
ſuch a liking-of him, and of Mr. 
Vaughan, who was afterwards 
Lord Chief Juſtice of the Common- 
Pleas , that as he continued in a 
cloſe friendſhip with them while 
he lived, fo he left them art his 
Death, two of his four Execu- 
rcors. 

It was this Acquaintance that 
frſt ſer Mr. Hale on a more en. 
larged purſuic of Learning, which 
he had before confined to his own 
Profeſſion, but becoming as 
great: a Maſter in it, as ever any 
was, very ſoon; he who could 
never let any of his time go away 
unprofitably, found leiſure to at-_ 
tain to as great a variety of know- 
ledge, in as Comprehenlive a 
manner as moſt Men have done 
in any Age. 

He ſer himſelf much to the Stu- 
C 4 dy 
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dy of the Romane Law,and though 


he liked the way of Jndicature 
in England by Juries, much better 
than that of the Civil Law, where 
ſo much was truſted to the Judge ; 
yet he often ſaid, that the true 
Grounds and Reaſons of Law 
were lo well delivered in the 
Di2eſts, that a man could never 
underſtand Law as a Science ſo 
well as by ſeeking it there, and 
therefore lamented much that ir 
was ſo little Studied in Enz- 
land. 
He looked an readineſs in 4- 
rithmetick, asa thing which might 
be uſeful ro him in his own Im- 
ploymeat, and acquired it to ſuch 
a Degree, that he would often on 
the Sudden, and afterwaxds on 
the Dench reſolve very hard Que- 
ſtions, which had puzled the belt 
Accomprtants about Town. He 


reſted 
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reſted not here, but Studied the 
Alzebra both Specioſa and Nume- 
ro/a,and went through all the other 
Mathematical Sciences, and made 
a great Collection of very excel- 
lent Inſtruments, ſparing no coſt 
to have them as exa&t, as Art 
could make them. He was alſo 
very Converſant in Philoſophical 
Learning, and in all the curious 
Experiments, and rare Diſcove- 
ries of this Age : And had the new. 
Books Written on thoſe Subje&s 
ſent him from all Parts, which he 
both read and examined ſo Cri. 
tically, that if the Principles and 
Hypotheſes which he took firſt 
up, did any way prepoſleſs him , 
yet thole who have differed moſt 
irom him , have acknowledged, 
that in what he has Writ concer- 
ning the Torricellian Experiment, 
and of the Rarefation and Con- 


denſation 
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denſation of the Air ; he ſhews 
25 great an ExaQnels, and as 
muchSubtilry i in the Reaſoning he 
builds on them, as theſe Princj. 
les to which he adhered could 
ah But indeed it will ſeem 
ſcarce Credible, that a man ſo 
much imployed, and of fo ſevere 
a temper of Mind, could find lei- 
ſure to Read, Obſerve and Write 
ſo much of theſe Subjects as he 
did. He called them his Diver- 
ſions, for he often ſaid when he 
was weary with the Study of the 
Law, or Divinity , he uſed to 
Recreate himſelf with Philoſophy 
or the Mathematicks; To thele he 
added great skill in Phyſick, Ana. 
tomy and Chyrurzery: And he uſed 
ro the 10 man could be abſolutely a 
Maſter in any Profeſſion , without 
having ſome skill in other Sci CIences ; 
| for beſides the Satisfa&tion he had 
in 
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i the knowledge of cheſe things, 
he made uſe of them often in his 
Imployments. In ſome Exami- 
nations he would put {uch Queſti. 
ons to Phyſitians or Chyrurgeons , 
that they have profeſled the Col. 
ledge of Phyſitians could not do it 


more Exactly ; by which he diſ- 


covered great Judgment, as well 
as much Knowledge in theſe 
things: And in his Sickneſs he 
uſed to Argue with his Do&ors a- 
bout his Diſtempers, and the 
Methods they took with them, 
like one of their own Profeſſion ; 
which one of them told me he 
underſtood, as far as Speculation 
without Prafiice could carry 
him. 

To this he added great Sear- 
ches into Ancient Hiſtory, and par- 
ticularly into the rougheſt and 


leaſt delighttul part of-it , Chro- 
DES, es nology. 
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nology. He was well acquainted 
with the Ancient Greek Philoſo- 
phers, but want of occaſion to uſe 
it, wore out his Knowledge of 
the Greek Tongue; and though 
he never Studied the Hebrew 
Tongue, yet by his great Con- 
verſation with Selden, he under- 
ſtood the molt curious things in 
the Rabimical Learning. 

- Bur above all theſe, he ſeemed 
to have made the Study of Di- 
vinity the cheif of all others, to 
which he not only directed every 
thing elſe, but allo arrived at 
that pitch in it, that thoſe who 
have read, what he has Written on 
theſe Subjects, will think, chey 
muſt have had moſt of his time 
and thoughts. It may ſeem Ex- 
travagant, and almoſt Incredible, 
that one man in no great Com- 


paſs of years, ſhould have acqui. 
red 
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red ſuch a variety of Know ledge ; 


and that in Sciences that require 
much Leaſure and Application 
But as his Parts were quick , and 
his Apprehenſions lively, his Me- 
mory great, and his Judgements 
ſtrong; ſo his Induſtry was al- 
moſt Indefatigable. He roſe al- 
ways betimes in the Morning, 
was never idle , ſcarce ever held 
any diſcourſe about Newes, ex- 
cept with ſome few in whom he 
confided entirely. He entered 
into no Correſpondence by Let- 
ters, except about neceſlary Bu- 
lineſs, or matters of Learaing, 
and ſpent very little time in Eat- 
ing or Drinking ; for as he never 
went to publick Feaſts, {o he 
gave no Entertainments buc to 
the Poor; for he followed our 
Saviour's direCtion, ( of feaſting 
none but thele ) licerally: And 


in 
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in Fating and Drinking, he ob.. 
ſerved not only great Plainnefs 
and Moderation, but lived ſo 
Philoſophically, that he always en- 
ded his Meal, with an Appetite : 
So that he loſt little time ar it ; 
(that being the only Portion 


which he grudged himſelf ) and 


was diſpoled to any Exerciſe of 


his mind, to which he thought 
fit to apply himſelf, immediate- 
ly after he had Dined : by theſe 
means he gained much time, -that 
is otherwiſe unprofitably wa. 
fd: --. 

He had alfo an admirable equa- 
lity in the temper of his mind, 
which diſpoſed him for whart ever 
Studies he thought fit to turn him- 
felt to; And ſome very uneaſy 
things which he lay under for ma.. 
ny years,did rather engage him to, 
than diſtra&t him from his Studies. 
© When 


IN a 
MAIN TOES oft oe 


EE 


Pm... cou: 


——_— —_— 
Foals. ae... lo 


Sir Matthew Hale. zt 
When he was called to. the 
Barr, and began to make a Fi- 
gure in the World, the late un- 
happy Warrs broke out, in which 
ic was no eaſe thing , for a Man 
to preſerve his Integrity, and to 
live Securely, free from great 
danger and trouble. He had 
read the Lite of Pomponius Atticus, 
Writ by Nepos, and having ob- 
ſerved, that he had paſled through 
a time of as much Diſtraction , 
as ever was 1n any Age or State, 
from the Wars of Marius and 

Scilla, to the beginnings of Au- 
guſtus his Reign, without the 
leaſt blemiſh on his Reputation, 
and free from any Conſiderable 
Danger, being held in great 
Eſteem by all Parties, and cour- 
ted and favoured by them : He 
ſer him as a Pattern to. himſelf , 
and obſerving that beſides thoſe 
Virtues 
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Virtues which are neceſlary to all 
Men, and at all times, there 
were two things that chiefly 
preſerved Atticus, the one was 
his engaging in no Faftion , and 
medling in no publick Buſineſs, the 
other was his conſtant favouring 
and reliveing thoſe that were low. 
eft, which was aſcribed by ſuch 
as prevailed to the Generolity of 
his Temper, and procured him 
much Kindneſs from thoſe on 
whom he had exerciled his 


| Bounty, when it came to their 


turn to Govern : He reſolved to 
guide himſelt by thoſe Rules as 
much as was poflible for him to 

do. | 
He not only avoided all pub- 
lick Imployment, but the very 
talking of News, and was always 
both Favourable and Charitable 
to thoſe who were depreſt, and 
| was 
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was ſure never to provoke any 
in particular, by-cenſuring or-re- 
fecting on their Actions ; for ma: 
ny that have Converled much 
with him, have told me they ne- 
ver heard him once ſpeak ill of 
any Perlon. 

He was-imployed ia his. pra- 
&ice by all the Kings party : He 
was aligned Council to the Earl 
of Strafford, and Arch Biſhop Laud, 
and afcerwards to the Blefled 
Kimg himlett, when brought to 
the infamous Pageantry of a 
Mock-Tryal, and offered to plead 
for him with all the Courage , 
char lo Glorious a Cauſe ought ro 
have inſpired him with, but was 
not ſuffered to appear , becauſe 
the King refuſing, as he had good 
reaſon, to fubmit to the Cone; 
i was preterided none could be 
| «dmirtet ro ſpeak for him. He 

D Was 
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was alſo Council for the Duke of 
Hamilton, the Earl of Holland , 
and the LordCapel : His Plea for the 
former of theſe I have publiſhed 
in the Memoires of that Dukes life. 
Afterwards allo being Council 
for the Lord Craven, he pleaded 
with that force of Argument , 

that the then Attorney General , 

threatned him for appearing as 
gainſt the Government, to whom 


he anſwered , he was Pleading in 
defence of thoſe Laws, which they de- | 
clared they would maintain and pre. | 
ſerve, and be was doing hu duty to his | 
Client, ſo that he was not to "a daun- | 


ted with Thr eatnumgs. 
/Upon all thele occaſions he 


had diſcharged himſelf with ſo | 


much Learning , Fidelity , and | 
Courage, that he came to be ge. | 


nerally imployed for all that Par. 
ty 5 Nor was he fatisfied ro ap. 
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pear for their juſt Defence in the 
way of his Profeſſion, but he al. 
{ſo relieved them often in their 
Neceſlities; which he did in a 
way that was no lefs Prudent than 
Charitable, conſidering the dan- 
gers of that time : for he did often 
depoſite conſiderable Sums in the 
hands of a Worthy Gentleman of 
the, Kings Party, who knew their 
Necellities well, and was to Diſ- 
tribute his Charity according to 
his own Dffcretion, without ei- 
ther letting them know, from 
whence it came, or giving him- 
felf any Account to whom he 
meagre bo 
- Cromwell ſeeing him poſleſt of 
fo much Pra&tice, and he being 
one of the Eminenteſt Men of the 
Law, who was not at all affraid 
of doing his duty in thoſe Critical 
tines ; refolved, to take him off 

"""; ww 
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from it, and raile him to the 
Bench. 

Mr. Hale ſaw well enough 
the Snare laid for him, and though 
he did not much conſider the pre- 
judice it would be to himlelf, ro 
Exchange the caſte and ſafer pro.. 
firs he had by his Practice , for 
a Judges place in the Common-Pleas, 
which he was required to accept 
of, yet he did deliberate more on 
the Lawfulneſs of taking a Com- 
miſſion from Uſurpers ; bur having 
conſidered well of this, he came to 
be of opinion, that it being abſolutely | 
neceſſary, to have Tuftice and Proper - 
ty kept up at all times: "It was no 
) 1 to take a Commiſſion rom Uſur- 
pers, if he made mn Declaration of | 
his acknowledging their Authority, 
which he never did: He was 
much urged to Accept of it .by 
tome Eminent Men of his own 
| Pro. 
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Profeſflion, who were of the 


Kings Party , as Sir Orlando Bridge. 
man, and Sir Geoffery Palmer ; and 
was alſo ſatiched concerning the 
lawfulneſs of it, by the reloluti- 
on of ſome famous Divines, in 
particular Dr. Sheldon, and Dr. 
Henchman, who were afterwards 
promoted to the Sees of Canter- 
bury and London. 

To thele were added the im- 
portunities of all his Friends, 
who thought that in a time of ſo 
much Danger and Oppreſhion , 
it might be no ſmall Security tO 
the Nation, to have a Maa of his 
Integrity and Abilities on the 
Bench: and the Ulſurpers them- 
ſelves held him in that Eſtimarti- 
on, that they were glad to have 
him give a Countenance to their 
Courts, and by promoting one 


that was known to haye different 
D 3 Prin- 
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Principles from them; Aﬀected 
the Reputation of Honouring and 
truſting men of Eminent Virtues, 
of what perſwaſton ſoever they 
might be, in relation to publick 
Matters. Ns 

But he had greater Scruples 
concerning the proceeding againſt 
Felons, and putting offenders to 
Death by that Commiſſion, lince 
he thought the Sword of Juſtice 
belonging only by right to the 
lawful Prince, it ſeemed not 
warrantable to proceed to a Ca. 
pital Sentence by an Authority 
derived ' from Uſurpers; yet at | 
firſt he made diſtin&ion between | 
common and ordinary Felonies, 
and' offences againſt rhe State , 
forthe laſt he would never meddle | 
in them; for he thought thele 
might be often legal and warran- 
table Actions, and that the put- 
T5 are ring 
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ting Men to Death on that"ac- 
count was Murder ; but for' the 
ordinary Felonies, he at firſt was 

of opinion that it was as necefla. 

ry even in times of Ulurpation 

to Execute Juſtice in thole caſes, 

| as in the matters of property ; 
For atter the'King was Murthered, 
, | he laid by all his ColleGtions of 
{ the Pleas of the Crown, and that 
they might not fall into ill hands, 
he bid them behind the Wainſcot- 
ting of his Study, for he ſaid 
| there was no more occaſion to uſe 
y | them, till the King ſhould be again 
t | reſtoredtabss Right, and ſo upon his 
1 | Majefties Reſtoration he took 


5, \ them out, and went”'on in his 
.: | dehipn to perfe&t *that great 
- | Work. | 
G Yet for ſome time after he was 
1. | made a Fxdze, when' he went 


t- the Circuit, he did fic on the 
| D 4 Crown 
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Crown Side , and Judged Cri- 
minals: But having conſidered 
farther of it, he came to think 
that it was at leaſt better not to 
do it; and ſo alter the Second or 
Third Circuit, he refuſed to fir 
any more on the Crown Side, and 
told plainly the reaſon , for in 
matters of Blood, he was al ways 
to choole the later Side: And in- 
deed he had ſo carried himſelf in 
ſome Tryals , that they were not 
unwilling he ſhould withdraw 
from medling farther in them, 
of which I: ſhall give {ome in- 
_ | 
Nor. long after he was made 
a, Judge, which was -in the year 
1653, -Wwhen he went the Cir- 
cuit, a Tryal was brought before 
Lilo: at Lingaln, concerning the 
Maurther of -one of the Townſl- 
mey, who had been of the Kings 
Party, 
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Party, and was Killed by a Soul- 
dier of the Garriſon there. He 
was in the Fields with a Fowlin 
piece on his Shoulder, which 
the Souldier ſeeing, he came to 
him and ſaid, it was contrary to 
an Order which the Protedor had 
made , T hat none who had been of the 
Kings Party ſhould carry Armes, and 
ſo he would have forced it from 
him ; Bur as the other did not re- 
gard the Order , ſo being ſtron- 
oer than the Souldier, he threw 
him down and having beat him, 
he lefe him : The Souldier went 
into the Town, and told one of 
his fellow Souldiers how he had 
been uſed, and got him to go 
with him, and lie in wait for the 
Man that he might be revenged 
on him. They both watched his 
coming to Town, and one of 
them went to him to demand his 
ane 
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Gun, which he refuſing, the Sol- 
dier ſtruck at him, ' and as they 
were ſtrugling, the other came 
behind, and ran his Sword into 
his Body, of which he preſently 
died. It was in the time of the 
Afſizes, ſothey were both Tried : 
Againſt the one there was no E- 
vidence of forethought Felony , 
ſo he was only found guilty of 
Man-Slaughter, and Burnt on the 
Hand; But the other was found 
guilty of Murther : And though 
Collonel Whaley tharCommanded 
the Garriſon, came into the Court 
and urged, that the Man was Killed 
only for diſobeying the Proteftors Or- 
aers, and that the Soldier was but do- 
ing bis Duty ; yer the Judge regar.. 
ded both his Reaſons and Threat. 
nings very little, and therefore 
he not only gave Sentence againſt 
him, but ordered the Execution 
co 
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to be ſo ſuddenly done , that it 
might not be poſlible to procure 
a Reprieve, which he believed 
would have been obtained, if 
there had been time enough gran- 
OG > SL TG 
. Another occaſion was given 
him of ſhewing both his Juſtice 
and Courage, when he was in a- 
nother Circuit; he underſtood 
that the Proteftor had ardered a 
Jury to be returned for a Tryal in 
which he was more than ordina- 
rily concerned : upon this infor. 
mation, he Examined the Sheriff 
about it, who knew nothing of 
it, for he ſaid he referred all ſuch 
things to the under-Sheriff , and 
having next asked the under-She- 


riff concerning it , he found the - 


Jury had been returned by order 
from Cromwell ; Upon which he 
ſhewed the Statute, that all Jaries 


-» 
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ought to be returned by the She- 
riF or his lawful Officer; And 
this not being done according to 
Law, he diſmiſſed the Jary, and 
would not try the Cauſe : Upon 
which the ProtefFor was highly 
diſplealed with him, and ar his 
return from the Circuit , he told 
him in Anger he was not fit to be 
a Judge , to which all the An- 
{wer he made was, That it was very 
rue. 

Anather thing met him in the 
Eircuir, upon which he reſolved 
to have proceeded l{everely: Some 
Anabaptiſts had ruſhed into a 
Church, and had diſturbed a Con. 
gregation, while they were xe- 
ceiving the Sacrament, not with- 
out ſome Violence; At this he 
was highly offended, for he ſaid 
it was mtolerable for men , who pre- 
jended to highly ſo liberty of Conſci- 


ence. 
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ence, to go and diſturb others, Ef- 
pecially thoſe who had the Incourage- 
ment of the Law on their fide:but theſe 
were {o ſupported by ſome great 
Magviſtrates and Officers, that a 
ſtop was put to his proceedings ; 
upon which he declared he would 
medle no more with the Tryals on the 
Crown-fide. 

When Penruddocks 'T ryal was 
brought on, there was a ſpecial 
Meſlenger ſent to him requiring 
him to affiſt at it. It was in VYacari- 
on time, and he was at his Coun- 
try-Houle at Alderly: he plainly re- 
fuſed to go,and faid,the four Terms, 
and two Circuits, were enough, and the 
little Interval that was between , was 
little enough for their private affairs, 
and ſo he excuſed himſelf; he 
thought it was not neceflary 
to ſpeak more clearly, but it 
he had been urged to it, he 


would 
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would not have been aftraid of 
doing it. 

_ He was at that time choſen a. 
Parliament-Man, (tor there being 
chen no Houle of Lords, Judves 
might have been choſen to tit 
in the Houle of Commons ) and 
he went to it, on deſign to ob- 
ftruct the Mad and Wicked pro- 
jects then on foor, by two par- 
ties, that had very different Prin. 
ciples and ends. .. _ 

On the one hand, ſome thar 
were. perhaps more ſincere, yet 
were really Brain-fick,. deſigned 
they knew not what , being re- 
ſolved to pull down a Standing 
Miniſtry, the Law, and property 
of Enzland, and all the Ancient 
Rules of this Government, and 
ſet up in its room an Jdigeſted 
Enthuftaſtical Scheme, which they 
Called the Kingdom of Chriſt , o 
F. 
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of his Saints; many of them be- 
ing really in expeCation , that 
one day or another Chriſt would 
come down, and fit among them, 
and at leaſt they chought to be- 
gin the gloriow Thouſand years, 

mentioned in the Revelation. 
Others at the fame time, take- 
ing advantages from the Fears 
and Apprehenhons, that all the 
fober Men of the Nation were 
in, leſt they ſhould fall under 
the Tyranny of a diſtracted ſort 
of People, . who to all their other 
ill Principles, added great Cruelty, 
which they had Copied from 
thole at Munſter in the former 
Age, Intended to improve that 
opportunity to raiſe their own 
Fortunes and Families. Amidſt 
theſe, Judge Hale ſteered a mid- 
dle Courle ; tor as he would en- 
gage for neicher fide, fo he with 
| p 
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a great many more Worthy men 
came to Parliaments, more out of 
a deſign to hinder Miſchief , than 
tro domuch good; wilely forelecing, 
that the Inclinations for the Royal 
Family wete daily growing fo 
much, that in time the diſorders 
then in Agitation, would ferment 
ro that happy Reſolution, in 
which they determined in May, 
1660. And therefore all that 
could be then done, was to op- 
pole the ill deſigns of both Par- 
ties, the Enthuſiaſts as well as the 
Uſurpers. Among the other ex- 
travagant Motions made in this 
Parliament, one was, to deſtroy all 
the Records in the Tower, and to 
ſettle the Nation on a New-Foundati- 
on ; 4o he took this Province to 
himſelf, to ſhew the Madneſs of 
this Propoſntion, the Injuſtice of 
it, and the Miſcheifs that would 
OO follow 
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follow on it, and did it with ſuch 
Clearneſs, and ſtrength of Rea- 
ſon, as not only fatisfied all ſo- 
ber Perſons ( for ic may be ſup- 
poled that was ſoon done ) but 
itopr even the Mouths of the fran- 
tick people themſelves, 

Thus he continued admini- 
ſtring Juſtice till che ProteFor 
died, but then he both refuſed 
the Mournings that were ſent to 
him and his Servants for the Fu- 
neral, and likewiſe to accept of 
the New Commiſſion that was 
offered him by Richard, and when 
the reſt of the Judges urged it 
upon him, and imployed others 
to preſs him to accept of it, he 
rejected all their Importunities, 
and ſaid be could att no longer under 
ſuch Authority. | 

He lived a private man till 
the Parliament mer that called 


EF home 
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home. the Kmg, to which he was 
returned Knighr of the Shire from 
the County Gloceſter. It ap- 
peared at that time how much 


he was beloved and Eſteemed in 


his Neighborhood, for though a- 
nother who ſtood in Competition | 
with him had ſpent near a Thou- | 
fand pounds to procure Voices, 

a great Sum to be imployed that 
way in thoſe days,and he had been | 
at no coſt,and was ſo far from ſol- 
liciting it, that he had ſtood out 
long againſt thoſe who preſs'd him 
to appear, and he did not promiſe 
ro appear till three days before the 
Election,yet he was preferred. He 
- was brought thicher almoſt by 
Violence, by the Lord ( now 
Farl of ) Berkeley , who bore all 
the charge of the Entertainments 
on the day of his Election, which 
was conliderable, and had en- 


gaged 


continued for 
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gaged all his Friends and Intereſt 
tor '/him : and whereas by the 
Writ, the Knight of a Shire muſt 
be Miles gladio cinfus , and he 
had no Sword , that Noble Lord 
girt him with his own Sword 
during the Election, but he was 


ſoon weary of it, for the Imbro. 
dery of the Belt, did not ſute 


well with the plainneſs of his 


Clothes : and indeed the Ele&ti- 
on did not hold long, for as ſoon 
as ever he came into the Field, 
he was choſen by much the grea- 
ter Number , though the Poll 
three or four 
days. | | 

In that Parliament he bore his 
ſhare, in the happy period then 
put to the Confuſions that threat- 
ned the utter Ruin of the Nati- 
on, which contrary to the Ex- 
pectations of the moſt Sanguine , 


E 2 ſerled 
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ſerled in ſo ſerene and quiet a 
manner, that thoſe who had for- 
merly built {ſo much on their Suc- 
cels , calling it an Anſwer from 
Heayen to their ſolemn Appeals , 
to the providence of God, were 
now not a little Confounded, to 
ſee all this turned againſt them. | 
ſelves, in an inſtance much more 
extraordinary than any of thoſe 
were, upon which they had built 
ſo much. His great Prudence and 
Excellent temper led him tothink 
that the ſooner an Ac of Indem- 
nity were pafled, and the fuller 
It were of Graces and Fayours 
it would ſooner lertle the Nati- 
on, and quiet the minds of the 
People; and therefore he appli. 
ed himſelf with a particular care 
to the iraming and carrying it 
on: In which it was viltble 
he had no concern of his own, 


but 
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but merely his love of the Pub. 
lick that fer him on to it. 

Soon' after this, when the Courts 
in Weſtminſter. Hall came to be ſer. 
led, he was made Lord Cheif 
Baron ; and when the Earl of Cla. 
rendon ( then Lord Chancellor ) de. 
livered him his Commiſſion, in 
the Speech he made according 
to the Cuſtome on ſuch Occaſ\1- 
ons, he exprelled his Eſteem of 
him in a very fingular manner, 


FF, him among other things, 


that if the King could have found 


out an honeſter and fitter Man for 
that Imployment, he would not have 
advanced him to it ; and that- he hid 
therefore preferred him, becauſe be 
knew none that deſerved it ſo well. 
It is ordinary for Perſons ſo pro- 
moted to be Knighted , but he 
deſired to avoid having that Ho- 


\nour done him, and therefore for 
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a Canſiderable time declined all 
opportunities of . waiting on the 
King, which the Lord Chancellar 
obſerving, ſent for him upon Bu- 
ſineſs one day, when the King was 
at his Houſe, and told his Majeſty 
there was his modelt Chief Baron, 
upon which, he was unexpect- 
_ -edly Knighred. 

He continued Eleven Years in 
that place, Managing the Court, 
and all Proceedings in it with fin- 
gular Juſtice. It was obſerved 
by the whole Nation, how much 
he raiſed the Reputation and 
Practice of it: And thoſe who 
held Places, and Offices in it, can 
all declare, not only the Impar- 
tiality of his Juſtice, for that is 
but a common Virtue, but his 
Generofity, his vaſt Diligence , 
and his great Exactnels in 'Tryals. 
This gave occaſion to the only 
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Complaint that ever was made of 
him , That he did not diſpatch Mat- 
ters quick enough; bur the great 
care he uſed, to put Suits to' a 
final End, asit made him flower 
in deciding them ; lo it had this 
good Effect, that Caules tryed 
before him, were {cldom it ever 
tryed again. 

Nor did his Adminiſtration of 
Juſtice lie only in that Cour : 
He was one of the principal Judges 
that ſate in Cliffords-Inn, about ler. 
ling the difference berween Land- 
| | lord and Tenant, after the Dread- 
| ful Fire of London. He being the 
firſt that offered his Seryice to the 

City, for accommodating all the 
| difterences that might have ariſen 
abour the Rebuilding ir, in which 
he behayed himſelf co the facil- 
faction of all Perſons concern|-d ; 
So that the ſuddain and quiet Buil- 

4 diag 
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ding of the City, which is juſtly 


to be Reckoned one of the Won- 
ders of the Age, is in no ſmall 
Meaſure due to the great care, 
which he and Sir Orlando Bridge. 
man, ( then Lord Cheif: Juſtice of 
the Common-Plea's afterwards Lord 
Keeper of the great Seal of Eng- 
land) uſed, and to the Judgment 
they ſhewed in that Afﬀair : ſince 
without the Rules then laid down, 
there might have otherwiſe fol- 
lowed ſuch an'endlels train of vex- 
atious Suits,as might have been lit- 
tle leſs chargeable than the Fire it 
ſelf had been. But without detrac- 
ing from the Labours of the other 
Judges, it mult be acknowledged 
that he was the moit inſtrumen- 
tal in that great work; for he 
firſt by way of Scheme, contri- 
ved the Rules upon which he and 
the reſt proceeded afterwards 3 


In 
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in which his readineſs at Arith- 
metick, and his skill in Archite&ure 
were of great uſe to him. 

But it will not ſeem ſtrange 
that a Judge behaved himſelf as 
he did, who at the Entry into 
his Imployment, ſet ſuch excel- 
lent Rules to himſelf, which will 
appear 1in the following Paper 
Copied from the Original under 
his own hand. 


Things Neceſſary to be Con- 
 tmually had in Remem- 
brance. 


I. That m the Adminiſtration of 
Juſtice, I am intruſted for God, 
the King and Country ; and there- 
fore 

I 1. That it be done, 1. Uprighth, 
2. Deliberately, 3. Reſelutely. 

I1L 
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111. That T reſt not upon my own 
Underſtanding or Strength , but 
Implore and reſt upon the Dire&1i- 
on and Strength of God. 

I V. That in the Execution of Tuſtice, 

| T carefully lay «fide my own Paſ- 

' frons, and not give way to them, 
however provoked. 

V. That T be wholly mtent upon the 
Buſmeſs Tam about, remitting all 
other Cares and Thoughts, as un- 
ſeaſonable and Interruptions. 

V I. That I ſuffer not my ſelf to be 

prepoſſe ſſed with any Judgment 

at all, till the whole Bufineſs and 
both Parties be heard. | 

VII. That I never engage my ſelf 
in the beginning of any Cauſe, but 
reſerve my ſelf unprejudiced till 

_ the whole be heard, 

VIIL That im Buſo neſs Capital, 
though my Nature prompt me to 
Pity ; yet to conſider , that there 

15 
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is alſo a Pity due to the Coun- 


try. 

I X. That Tbe not too Riged in mat- 
ters purely Conſcientious , Whereall 
the harm # Diverſity of Fudg- 
ment. 

X. That I be not biaſſed with Com- 
paſſron to the Poor, -or favour ta 
the Rich, in point of Juſtice. 

X I. That Popular , or Court Ap- 
plauſe, or Diſtaſte, have no Influ- 
ence ito anything 1 do in point of 
Diſtribution of Juſtice. 

X 11: Not to be ſollicitous what Men 
will ſay or think, ſo long as I keep 
my ſelf exaftly according to the 
Rule of Juſtice. 

XIL11. If in Criminals it be a mea- 
ſuring Caſt, to incline to Mercy 
and Acquittal. 

XIV. In Criminals that conſiſt 
merely in Words, When no more 
harm enſues, Moderation us no 


Inju ſtice. XA V. 
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X V. In Criminals of Blood, if 
the Fatt be Evident, Severity is 
Juſtice. 

X V I. To abhor all private Sollicita- 
tions, of what kind ſoever, and by 
whom ſoever, in matters Depen- 
ding. 

X V 11. To charge my Servants, T. 
Not to interpoſe in any + Buſineſs 
Whatſoever, 2. Not to take more 
than their known Fees, 3. Not 
to give any undue precedence to Cau- 
ſes, 4+ Not to recommend Conn- 

['".- Cod | 
XVI II. To be ſhort and ſparing 

at Meals, that I may be the fitter 


for Buſineſs. 


He would never receive private 
Addreſſes or Recommendations from 
the greateſt Perſons in any mat- 
ter, in which Juſtice was Concer- 


ned. One .of the firſt Peers of 
Eng 
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England went once to his Cham- 
ber and told him, that having a 
Suite in Law to be tryed before him , 
he was then to acquaint him with it 
that he might the better underſtand it, 
when it ſhould come to be heard in 
Court. Upon which the Lord Cheif 
' Baron interupted him, and ſaid 
he did *not deal fairly to come to 
his Chamber about ſuch Affairs , for 
he never received any Information of 
Cauſes but in open Court, Where both 
Parties were to be heard alike, ſo he 
would not ſuffer him to go 
on : Whereupon his Grace ( tor 
he was a Duke) went away 
not a little diflatisfhed, and com- 
plained of it to the King, as a 
Rudeneſs that was not to be en- 
dured. But his Majeſty bid him 
content himſelf that he was no worſe 
uſed, and laid, he verily believed be 
would have uſed himſelf no better , if 


he 
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he had gone to ſollicite him in any of 
his own Cauſes. 

Another paſlage fell out in 
one of his Circuits, which was 
ſomewhat cenſured as an affeta- 


tion of an unreaſonable ſtritnels, 
but ic lowed from his Exa&nels 
to the Rules he had fer him felt : 
A Gentleman had ſent him a Buck. 
for his Table, that had a Trial 
at the Aſſizes ; So when he heard 
his Name, he asked if he Was not 
the ſame Perſon that had ſent him 
Veniſon, and finding he was the 
{ame, he rold him , be could not 
ſuffer the Trial to go on, till be had 
paid him for his Buck; to which the 
Gentleman anſwered, that he never 
fold his Veniſon, and that he had done 
nothing to bim, which be did not do 
to every Judge that had gone that 
Circuit, which was confirmed by 
leveral Gentlemen then preſent : 

LENGAL ITEM vale 
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bur all would not do, for the 
| Lord Cheif Baron had learned from 
Solomon, that a gift perverteth the 
ways of Judgment, and therefore he 
would not ſuffer the Trial to go 
on, till he had paid for the pre- 
ſent ; upon which the Gentleman 
withdrew the Record ; and at 
Salubury the Dean and Chapter ha- 
ving according to the Cuſtom pre- 
ſented him with ſix Sugar Loaves 
in his Circuit, he made his Ser- 
vants pay for the =. before 
he would try their Caule. 

It was not ſo ealte for him to 
throw off the importunities of the 
Poor, for whom his Compaſſion 
. wrought more powerfully than 
his regard to Wealth and Great. 
nels, yet when Juſtice was con- 
cerned, even that did not turn 
him out of the way. There was 
one that had been put out of a. 
place 
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place for ſome ill behaviour ] 
who urged the Lord Cheif Baron 
to-ſet his hand to a Certificate, to re. 

ore him to it, or provide him with 
an other : But he told him plain- 
ly his fault was ſuch that he could 
not do it ; the other preſſed him 
vehemently and fell down on his 
knees, and begged it of him with 
many Tears; but finding that 
could not prevail, he ſaid he ſhould 
be utterly ' Ruined if he did it not , 
and he ſhould Curſe bim for it every 
day. But that having no Effe&, 
then he fell out into all the re- 
proachful words, that Paſſion 
and Deſpair could inſpire him 
with, to which all the anſwer the 
Lord Cheif Baron made , was, that 
he could very well bear all his Re- 
proaches, but he could not for all that 
ſet his hand to- hu Certificate. He 


ſaw he-was Poor , 1o he gave 
him 
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him a large Charity and ſent 
' him away. 

But now he was togo on after 
his Pattern, Pomponius Atticus 
{till co favour and relieye them 
that were loweſt; So belides 
great Charities to the Nonconfor. 
miſts, who were then as he 
chought too. hardly uſed, he 
rook great care to cover them 
all. he could, from the Severities 
ſome deſigned againlt them, and 
diſcouraged thole who were in. 
clined to ftretch the Laws tog 
much againſt them : He lamen- 
ted the differences that were rai- 
ſed in this Church very much, 
and according to the Impartiality 
of his Juſtice, he blamed ſome 
things on both ſides, which I ſhall 
ſer down with the ſame freedom 
that he ſpake them. He thought 
many of = Nonconformiſts, hag 
| FP nite 
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merited highly in the Buſineſs of 
the Kinzs Reſtauration, and 'at 
leaſt deterved that the terms of 
Conformity ſhould-not have been 
made ſtrifer, than they were be- 
fore the War. There was not 
then that dreadful proſpe& of Po- 
pery, that has appeared ſince : But 
that which afflicted him moſt 
was, that he ſaw the Heats and 
'Contentions which followed upon 
thoſe different Parties and Intereſts, 
did take People off from the -In- 
difpenſable things of Religion, and 
flackned the Zeal 'of other ways 
Good men for the ſubſtance of it, 
ſo much being ſpent about Exter- 
nal and Indifferent things. Ir al- | 
lo gave advantages to Atheiſts , 
to treat the moſt Satred Points of 
our holy Faith , as Ridiculous , 


whenthey ſaw the Proteflors of 


1: contend , fo fiercely ; and with 
ſuch 
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ſuch bitterneſs, about leſſer Matters : 
He was much offended at all 
thoſe Books that were written, 
to expoſe the contrary Sect to the 
ſcorn and contempt of the Age in 
2 wanton and . petulant Style; 
He thought ſuch Writers woun. 
ded the Chriſtian Religion, through 
the ſides. of thoſe who differed 
from them : while a ſort of lewd 
People, who having aſſumed to 
themſelves the Title of the Witts 
( though but a very few of them 
have a right to it ) took up from 
both hands; what they had laid, 
to make' one another thew Ridi- 
culous, and from thence perſwa-. 
ded the World to laugh at both , 
and at all Religion for their lakes. 
And therefore he often wiſhed 
there might be {ſome Law, to 
make all Scarrility or Bitterneſs 11 
Diſputes about Religion puniſhable. 
RE But 


68 The Life and Deathuf 
But as he lamented the procee- 
dings too rigourouſly againſt the 
Nonconformiſts, lo he declared 
himſelf always of the ſide of the 
Church of England, and ſaid thoſe 
of the Separation were good Men, 
but they had narrow Soules, who 
would break the Peace of the 
Church, about ſuch mconſiderable 
Matters, as the points in difference 
were. 

He ſcarce ever medled in State 
_ yet upon a Propoſiti- 
on that was ſet on foot by the 
Lord Keeper Bridgeman, for a Com- 
frehenſion of the more moderate 
 Diſlenters, and a limited Indulgence 
towards ſuch as could not be 
brought within the Comprehen. 
ſ10n, he diſpenſed with his Max- 
ime, of avoiding to engage in Mat- 
ters of State. There were e- 
veral Mectings upon that occa- 

SR ton, 
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fion. The Divine of the Church 
of England that appeared moſt 
conliderably for ic, was Doctor 
Wilkins, afterwards promoted to 
the Biſhoprick of Cheſter , a Man 
of as great a Mind, as true a Judg- 
ment, as eminent Virtues, and 
of as good a Soul, as any I ever 
knew. He being determined as 
well by his excellent temper, 
as by his Foreſight and Prudence, 
by which he early perceived the 
great Prejudices that Religion re- 
ceived, and the vaſt Dangers 
the Reformation was like to fall 
under by thoſe Diviſions; ſer a- 
bout that projet with the Mag. 
nanimicy that was indeed pecu- 
liarto himſelf, for though he was 
much Cenſured by many of his 
own {1de, and ſeconded by very 
few, yet he puſhed ir as far as he 
could : After ſeveral Conferences 
| E. 3 with 
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with. two :of the Eminenteſt of 
the Presbiterian. Divines , - Heads 
were agreedon, {ome #harmnts 
were to be made, and Explanati- 
0ns were to be accepted of. The 
particulars of that Proje& being 
thus concerted, tney were brought 
to the Lord Cherf Baron, who pur 
them in form of a Bill, to be 
preſented to the next SefGions of 
Parliament. 

But two Parties appeared vi- 
goroully againſt this Deſi 1on, the 
one was of {ome zealous Clergy- 
men, who thought it below the 
Dignity of the Church to alter 
Laws, and change Setlements for 
the ſake of ſome whom they 
Eſteemed Schiſmaticks : They al- 
ſo believed, it was better to keep 
them out of the Church, than 
bring them into it, fine 8 Fafti. 
Uh upon that would ariſe in the 
Church, 
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Church, . which :they choughr 
might be more Dangerous than 
the Schiſm it ſelf was. Beſides 
they ſaid, if ſome things were 
now to be changed in Comply- 
ance with the humour of a party, 
as ſoon as that was done, another 
party might , demand other Con- 
ceſſions , and there might be as 
good reaſons. invented for theſe 
as for thoſe : Many ſuch Cancefſi. 
ons might allo ſhake thoſe of our 
own Communion, and tempt 
them to forlake us, and go over 
to the Church of Rome, pretending 
that we changed ſo often, that they 
were thereby inclined to be of a 
Church, that was conſtant and true 
to her (elf. Theſe were the rea- 
ſons brought, and cheifly inſiſted 
on againſt all Comprehenſion 3 and 
they wrought upon the gregter part 
of the Houſe of Commons , ſo 
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that they paſſed a Vote againſt the 
receiving of any Bill for that 
Effect. 
There were others that op- 
oled it upon very different ends: 
hey deſigned to ſhelter the Pa. 
piſts from the Execution of the 
Law, and faw clearly that no- 
thing could bring in Popery lo well 
as 2 Tolergtion. But to tolerate | 
 Popery bare-faced, would have 
ſtartled the Nation too much ; 
ſo it was Neceſlary to hinder all 
the Propoſitions for Union, ſince 
the keeping up the differences was 
the beſt Colour they could find 
for getting the Tolleration to paſs 
only as a flackning the Laws a- 
gainſt Diſlenters, whoſe Num- 
bers and Wealth made it adviſe- 
able to have ſome "regard to 
chem; and under this pretence 
 Popery might have crept in more 
| COVE - 
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covered, and leſs regarded : So 
theſe Councils being more ac- 
ceptable to fome concealed Papiſts 
then in great Power,- as has ſince 
appeared but too Evidently, the 
whole Proje&t for Comprehenſion 
was ler fall, and thoſe who had 
ſet it on foot, came to be look- 
ed on with an1ll eye , as ſecret 
Favourers of the Diffenters, WUn- 
derminers of the Church, and evey 
thing elle that Tealouhe and dif- 
taſte could caſt on them. 

Bur upon this occaſion the Lord 
Cheif Baron, and Dr. Wilkins, came 
ro contraſt a firm and familiar 
Friendſhip; and the Lord Cheif 
Baron having much Buſineſs, 
and little time to ſpare, did to 
enjoy the other the more, whar 
he had ſcarce ever done before, 
he went ſometimes to Dine with 
him. And though. he -lived in 
great 
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great Friendſhip with-ſome other 
eminent Clergy-men, as Dr.Ward, 
Biſhop of Salisbury ; Dr. Barlow, 
Biſhop of Lincoln ; Dr. Barrow, 
late Maſter of Trinity Colledge ; 
Dr. Tillotſon, Dean of Canterbury; 
and Dr. Stilling fleet, Dean of St. 
Pauls, ( Men 1o well known and 
ſo much Eſteemed, that as it was 
no wonder the Lord Cheif Baron 
valued their Converſation highly, 
ſo thoſe of them thart are yet alive 
will think ic no leſſening of the 
Character they are ſo deſervedly 
in, That they are reckoned a- 
mong Judge Hale's Friends) yet 
there was an intimacy and free- 
dom in his converſe with Biſhop 
Wilkins that was ſingular to him 
alone : He had during the late 
Wars, lived in a long and entire 
Friendſhip with the Apoſtolical 
Primate of Heland Biſhop Uſher : 
; BY ERIE Their 
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Their curious ſearches into An: 
tiquity, and the'Sympathby of both 
their Tempers led them to a great 
Agreementalmoſt in every thing. 
He held alſo great Converſation 
with Mr. Baxter, who: was his 
Neighbour at A#on, - on whom 
he looked as a Perſon of great 
Devotion - and Piety, / and of a 
very ſubtile and quick Apprehen- 
f1on : their Converſation lay moſt 
in Metaphyſical and abſtrafted Idea's 
and Schemes. E073 
He looked with great Sorrow 
on the Impiety and Atheiſm of 
the Age, and fo he' ſet himſelf 
to oppole it, not only by the 
{ſhining Example of his own Life, 
but by engaging in a Caule, 
that indeed'could hardly fall in- 
to better hands : And ashe could 
not find a Subje&t more worthy 
of himſelf, fo there were few ” 

Tac 
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the Age that underſtood it ſo 
well, and could manage it more 
Skilfully. The occaſion that firſt 
led him to Write about it was 
this. He was a {tri&t obſerver of 
che Loyds Day, in which, beſides 
his conſtancy in the publick Wor- 
ſhip of God, he uſed to call all 
his Family together, and repeat 
ro them the Heads of the 
Sermons, with ſome Additions 
of his own, which he fitted for 
their Capacities, and Circum- 
ſtances, and that being done, he 
had a Cuſtome of ſhutting him- 
ſelt ”p for two or three Hours , 
which he either ſpent in his ſecret 
Devotions, or on ſuch profitable 
Meditations as did then occur to 
his thoughts: He writ them with 
the ſame ſimplicity that he for- 
med them in his Mind, without 
any Art, or ſo much as a thought 
| [0 
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to let them be publiſhed : . He 
never Correted them , -but laid 
them by, when he had finiſhed” 
chem, having intended only to 
fix and preferye his own Re- 
flections in them; So that he 
.uſed no fort of care to poliſh 
them, or make the firſt draught 
pamoches than when they tell 
rom his Pen : Theſe fell into the 
hands of a worthy Perſon, and he 
- judging, as well he might, that 
the Communicating them to the 
World, might be a publick ſer- 
vice, Printed two Volumes of 
them in Ocayo a little before the 
Authors Death , Containing his 


' CONTEMPLATIONS, + 


I. Of our latter End. 

II. Of Wiſdome, and the fear of God. 
TI. Of the knowledge of Chriſt Cru- 
__ ES 
8 LV. 


78 The Life and Death of 

IV. The Viftory of faith over the 

. Weld. 25154 F-79900 

V. Of Humility. 

VI. Jacobs You. 

VII. Of Contentation. 

V III. Of Afﬀtiidions. 

I X. A good method to entertain un- 

able and troubleſome times. 

X. Chanpes and Troubles, a Poem, 

X I. Of:the Redemption of time. 

X11. Thegreat Audit. 

XIII Diredions touching keeping 
the Lords Day, in a Letter to- his 

- Children: 

"XIV. Poems Written 44þou Chriſt- 


In the 24. Volume. 


T. An Enquiry touching Happineſs. 
LI. Of the Chief end of Man. 

LIL: Mpor 12 Eclef. 1. Remembe# 
F7y Creators”. 


IV. 


bes Coed © 
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IV. Upon the 51. Plal. v.10. Cre: 


ate- a clean heart in me, with a 
v - 136i 
. The folly and Miſcheif of Sin. 
I; Of ora Demal. J of 
V II. Motives 'to Watchfulneſs ' in 
- reference 'to the Good and Evil 
Angels, 


V 111. Of Moderation of the Afﬀetti. 
01S 

1X. Of Worldly bope and Expe&la- 
tion. 

X. Upon 13. Heb. 14. We have 
here no Contmuing City. 

X I. Of Contentedneſs and Patience. 

XII. Of Moderation of Anger. 

X I11. A preparative agamſt Afﬀtiti. 
ons. 


XIV. Of Submiſſion, Prayer , and 
Thankſgivmg. 


RV. Of Prayer and Thnk(gvng 
on Plal. 116, 12: 


&VL 
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XVI. Meditations on the Lord 
Prayer, with a Paraphraſe upon 


it. 


In them there appears a Gene. 
rous and true Spirit of Religion, 
mixt wich molt ſerious and fer. 
ven: Devotion, and perhaps with 
the more advantage, that the 
Stile wants ſome Correction , 
waich ſhews they were the ge. 
nuine Productions of an excel. 
lem Mind, entertaining it ſelf in 
ſecret with ſuch Contemplations. 
The Stile is clear and Maſculine, 
in a due temper between. flatneſs 
and afteftation, in which he ex- 
preſſes his thoughts both _—_ 
and decently : Jn writing theſe 
Diſcourſes, having run over moſt 
of the Subje&s that his own Cir- 
cumſtances led him chiefly, to 
conſider , he began to be in ſome 


pain 
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pain to chuſe new Arguments ; 
and therefore reſolved to fix on 
2 Theam that thould hold him 
longer. 

He was ſoon determined in his 
Choice, by the immoral and ir- 
religious Principles and Practices, 
that had ſo long vexed his Righ- 
teous Soul : And therefore be 
» | a great deſign againſt Aleijne; me , 
- | the firſt parc of which is only 
- | Printed, of the Origination of Man: 
Li] kind, deſigned to prove the Crea- 
4 tion I the World, and the truth of 
2 | the Moſaical Hiſtory. 

s The Second part was of the 

- | Nature of the Soul, and of a future 

Y | State. 

o The Third part was concerning * 
ſt | the Attributes of God, both from 

[= | the abſtratted Idea's of him, and 

O | the Light of Nature; the Evidente 

© | of Providence, the notions of Morali- 

'$ ty: 
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ty, and the Voice of Conſcience. 

And the Fourth part was con- 
cerning the Truth and Authority of 
the Scriptures, with Anſwers to the 
Objeftions againſt them : On wri- 
ting thele he ſpent Seven years. 
He Wrote : them with ſo much 
Conlideration, that one who per- 
uled the Original under his own 
hand, which was the firſt draught 
of it; told me, he did not re- 
member of any conſiderable Alte- 
ration, perhaps not of twenty words 
in the whole Work. 

The way of his Writing them, 
only on the Evenings of the 
Lords Day, when he was in Town, 
and not much oftner when he was 
in the Country , made, that they 
are not 1o.contracted, as it 1s ve- 
ry likely he would have writ 
them, it he had been more at lei 
jure to have brought his thoughts 
1nto 
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into a narrower Compaſs, and 
fewet words. 

' Bur making ſotne- Allowance 
tor the largeneſs of the Stile, that 
Volum that is Printed, is gene- 
rally acknowledged to be one of 
the perfeFteſt pieces both of Leay- 
ning and Reaſoning that has been 
Writ on that - Subje&: And he 
who read a great part of the 0+ 
ther Volumes told me, they were 
all of a piece with the firſt. 

\ When he had finiſhed this 
Work, he ſent it by an unknown 
hand to Biſhop Wilkins, to deſrre 
his Judgment of it ; But he that 
brought it, . would give no other 
Account of-the Authour, but that 
he was not a Clergy man. The 
Biſhop, and his worthy Friend 
Dr. Tillotſon, read a great deal of 
it with much pleaſure, but could 
not imagine who could be the 

x G 2 Author, 


ledge, 
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Author, and how a Man that 
was Maſter of ſo much Reaſon , 
and {o great a variety of Anow- | 

ould be ſo unknown to 
them , that they: could. nor find 
him out, by thoſe Charafers 
which are {o little Common. Art 
laſt Dr. Tillotſon gueſled it mult be 
the Lord Cheif Baron, to which 


the other preſently agreed, won- 
dring he had been to. long in 


hnding it out. So they went im. 
mediately to him, ' and the Biſhop 
thanking him for the Entertain- 
ment he had received from his 
Works, he bluſhed extreamly, not 
without ſome diſpleaſure, appre- 
hending that the Perſon he had 
truſted had diſcovered him. But 


'the Biſhop ſoon cleared that , 


and told him , he. had diſcovered 


himſelf, for the learning of that Book 
was ſo Various, that nine but. he 


could 
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could be the © Author of it. - And that 


Biſhop having a freedom in de- 
livering his opinion of things and 
Perſons, which perhaps few ever 
managed borh with ' ſo much 
plainneſs and Prudence, told him, 
there was nothing could be better ſaid 
on theſe Arguments, if be could brin 

it into a leſs Compaſs, but if he had. 
not leiſure for that , be thought it 
much better to have it come out, though 
a little too large, than that the World 


p, 


ſhould be deprived of the- 500d which 


it muſt needs do. But our Fudge , 
had never the opportunities of 
reviting it, ſo a little before his 
Death, he ſent che firſt part of it 
to the Prels. | 

In the beginning of it, he gives 
an Eſſay of his Excellent way of 
Methodizing things, in which he 
was ſo great a Maſter, that 
whatever he undertook, -he would 
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reſently caſt into ſo perfect 2 
Roms that he could neyer af. 
terwards Correct it: He runs 
out Copiouſly upon the Argu. 
ment of the Impoſſbility of an 
Eternal Succeſſion of "Time, to ſhew 
that Time and Eternity are incon. 
{fiſfkent one with another; And 
that therefore all Duration thar 
was paſt, . and defined by Time, 
could not be from Eternity, and 
he ſhews the difference between 
ſuceeſſive Eternity already paſt, 
and one to come; So that 
though the latter is poſſible, the 
former is not ſo; for allthe parts 
of the former have aftually been, 
and therefore being defined by 
Time, cannat be Eternal ; whereas 
the other are ſtill future to all 
Eternity, ſo that this reaſoning can. 
not be turned to prove the poſſe. 
bility of Eternal Succeſſions , that 

have 
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have been, as well as Eternal Suc- 
ceſſuons that ſhall be. This he fol- 
lows with a Strength, I never 
met with in any that Managed it 
before him. 

He brings next all thoſe Mo- 
ral Arguments, to prove th it the 
World had a beginning agreeing to 
the Account Moſes gives of it, as 
that no Hiſtory riles higher, chan 
near the time of the Deluge ; and 
that the firſt Foundation of King- 
doms, the ſnvention of Arts, the 


Beginnings of all Religions , the 


gradual Plantation of the World , 


and Increaſe of Mankind, and the 
Conſent of Nations do agree with 
it. In managing theſe, as he ſhews 
profound Skill both. in Hiftorical , 

and Phtoſophical Learning ſo he 
gives a Noble Diſcovery of his 
great Candor and Probity , thac 
he would nor. Impote on the Rea- 
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der with a falſe ſhew of reaſoning 
by Arguments, that he knew had 
Flawes 1n them ; and therefore 
upon every one of thele, he adds 
{uch Allays, as in a great mea- 
{ure leſſened and took oft their 
force, with as much Exactnels of 
Judgment, and {triftnels of Cen- 
lure, as ifhe had been ſet to Plead 
for che other Side : And indeed 
Sums up the whole Evidence for 
Religion, as impartially as ever 
he did in a Tryal for Life or 
Death to the Jury; which how 
Equally and Judicioully he al- 
ways did, the whole Nation well 
knaws. 

After that, he Examines the 
Fncient Opinions of the Philoſophers, 
and inlarges with a great variety 
of curious RefleRions in anſver- 
ing that only Argument, that has 


any: appearance of Strength for 
the 
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the Caſual produdtion of -Man, 
from the origmation of Inſe&s out of 
putrified Matter , as1s commonl 
ſuppoſed, and he concluded the 
Book, ſhewing how Rational and 
Philoſophical the Account which 
Moſes gives of it is. There is in 
it all a ſagacity and quickneſs of 
Thought, mixed with great and 
curious Learning, that I confeſs 
I never met together in any other 
Book on that Subjet: Among 
other ConjeCtures, one he gives 
concerning the Deluge is, that: he 
did not think the Face of the Earth 
and the Waters, were altogether the 
ſame before the Univerſal Deluge, 
and after : But poſſibly the Face of 
the Earth was more even than now it 
#5 : The Seas poſſubly more dilated and 
extended, and not ſo deep as now : 
And a little after, poſſibly the Seas 
bave undermined much of the appear- 


ing 
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ing. Continent of Earth. This I the 
rather take notice of, becaule it 
hath been ſince his Death , made 
out in a moſt Ingenious, and 
moſt Elegantly Writ Book, by Mr. 
Brornet of Chriſt's Colledge in Cam- 
bridge, who has given ſuch an 
Eſſay towards the proving the 
poſſibility of an univerſal Deluge , 
and from thence, has Collected 
with great Sagacity what Para- 
diſe was before it, as has not been 
m—_ by any Philoſopher before 
. him. 

While the Judge was thus im. 
ploying his time, the Lord Ch.Juſt. 
Keyling dying, he was on the 
18th. of May 1671, promoted 
to be Lord Cheif Juſtice of England. 
Hehad made the Pleas of the Crown 
one of his Cheif Studies, and by 
much ſearch | and long Obſer. 
vation ,- | had Compoſed that 

great 
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great Work concerning them, for. 
merly mentioned : He that holds 
che high Office of Juſticiary in thar 
Court, being the Cheif Truſtee, 
and Afſertor of the Liberties of 
his Countrey, all People applau- 
ded this Choice, and thought their 
Liberties could not be better de. 
polited than in the hands of one, 
that as he underſtood them well, 
{o he had all the Juſtice and Cou- 
- rage, that fo. Sacred a Truſt re- 
quired. One thing was much ob. 
ſerved and commended in him, 
that when there was a great Tne- 
| quality in the Ability and Learning 
of the Councellors that were to 
Plead one againſt another : He 
thought it became him, as the 
Judge, to Supply that ; ſo he would 
enforce what the weaker Council 
managed but mdifferently, and not 
ſuffer the more Learned to- carry the 


Bult- 
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Buſineſs by the Advantage they 
had over the others in their quick. 
neſs and skill in Law, and readi- 
eſs in Pleading, till all things were 
cleared in which the Merits and 
Strength of the ill defended Cauſe 
lay. He was not ſatished barely 
to give his Judgment in Caules, 
bur did eſpecially in all Intricate 
ones, give ſuch an Account of the 
Reaſons that prevailed with him ; 
that the Council did ,not only ac- 
quieſce in his Authority, but were 
G convinced by his Reaſons,that | 
have heard many profeſs that he 
broughtthem often to change their 
opinions;(o that his giving of judg- 
ment was really a learned Lecture 
upon that point of Law:and which 
was yet more, the Parties them. 
ſelves, though Intereſt does too 
commonly corrupt the Judg. 
ment , were generally. ſatisfied 

| with 
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with the Juſtice of his decifions, e- 
ven when they were made againſt 
them. His Impartial Juſtice, and 
great Diligence, drew 'the Cheif 
Practice after him,into whatſoever 
Court he came : fince,though the 
Courts of the Common Pleas,the Ex. 
chequer and the Kings-Bench,are ap- 
Pointed for the Tryal of Cauſes of 
different Natures, yet it is eafte to 
bring moſt Cauſes into any of 
them, as the Council or Attornies 
pleale; ſo as he had drawnthe bu- 
tineſs much 'after him , bottiinto 
the Common Pleas, and the Exche- 
quer, it now. followed” him into 
the Kings-Bench, and many Cau. 
ſes. that were depending in the 
Exchequer and.' not determined , 
were ler'fall there, and- brought 
again. before him in the Court to 
which he 'was [now 'removed. 
And'here did he ſpend the —_ 
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his publick Lite and Imployment: 
But about . Four years and a half 
after this Advancement , he who 
had hitherto enjoyed a firm and 
vigotous , Health, to which his 
great "T'emperance, and the Equa- 
licy of. his Mind, did not a litcle 
conduce, was ori a ſudden brought 
very low by an Inflammation in 
his Midriff., which in two days 
time. broke the Conſtitution of his 
Health: eo- {uch a.degree, that he 
never recovered it: He became 
ſo Aſthmatical , that with great 
difficulty he could fetch his Breath, 
that decerrhined in a Dropſie, of 
which he afterwards Died. He 
undex{tood Phylick-fo well, that 
conſidering his Age, he conchided 
his Difkemjper muff! carry him oft 
ina little time ; and-/'therefore; he 
re{olved to have-ſome of the laſt 
Months of. his Life reſeryed' to 


him 
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himſelf, that being freed of all 
Worldly Cares, he might be pre- 
paring for his Change: He was 
allo fo much diſabled in his Bo-. 
dy, that he could hardly, though 
ſupported by his Servants, walk 
through Weſtminſter-Hall, or en- 
dure the Toile of Buſtfeſs; he 
had been a long time wearied 
with the diſtraftions that his Im- 
ployment had brought on him, 
and his Profeflion was become 
ungrateful ro him; he loved to 
apply himſelf wholly to better 
Purpoſes, as will appear by a Pa- 
per that he writ on this Subject, 
which ſhall here Inſert. ; 
Firſt, Tf I confider the Buſineſs 
of my- Profeſſion, whether as an Ad- 
Vocate, .or as a Judge, it 1s true I do 
acknowledge by the Inſtitution of M- 
amghty God , and the Diſpenſatron of 
' bs Providence , I am bound to In- 
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duſtry and Fidelity m it : And as it 
i an a& of Obedience unto bu Will, 
3t carries with it ſome things of Reli 
gious Duty, .and. 1 may. aud do take 
Comfort:m it, and expeft a Reward 
of my Obedience to:him , and the good 
that 1 do to Mankind” therem , from 
the bounty and beneficence and ' pro. 
miſe of Almighty God 3 and it 4s true 
alſa that. without ſuch Imployments 
civil Societies. cannot. be ſupported ; 
and great good redounds to Mankind 


from them ,- and. in-. theſe reſpeSts the 


Conſcience :of my own Tnduſtry,  Fide- 
lity and: Integrity in them, 1 a great 
comfort :and ſatis faGion to me. .' But 


yet this I muſt | ſay . concerning. theſe 


Imploymients 


3 


conſidered ſunply \ m 


themſelves, that they are very.full of 


Cares ,. Anxieties'\ and Perturbati- 

01s, We 
Secondly , 'T hat "though they are 

beneficial ta others, .yct they are of the 


leaſt 


— ah th 
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leaſt bentfit to him that #5- imployed 
Rag. 00D: 

Thirdly, That they do neceſſarily 
mvolve the party , whoſe office 'it is, 
in great Dangers, Difficulties,” and 
Calunnies: - 

Fourthly , That they only -ſery? 
for the Meridian of this Life , which 
5 ſhort and uncertain. © 

Fifthly , That though it be 'my 
Duty, faithfully to ſerve in them 
while, T'am called to them, and till ! 
am duly called from them , yet they 
are great conſumers of that little time 
we have here , which as it ſeems to 
me, might be better ſþcnt in a pious 
contemplative Life, and a due provi. 
fion for Eternity: 'T do not know 4 
better "temporal Tmployment thai 
Martha had, in teſtifying ber Love 
and Duty to our Saviour, by making 
proviſion fer him, yet our Lord tells 
her, That though ſhe was "_— 4- 

064 


98 The Life and Death.of 


bout: many things, there was. only one 
thing neceſſary, and Mary bad cha- 
ſen the better part. . 

© Bythis the Reader will ſee that 
he continued in his Station upon 
no other Conlideration, but that 
being ſer init by the providence of 
God, he judged he could nor a- 
bandon that Poſt which was 
aligned him, without preferring 
his own private Inclmation to the 
Choice God. had made for him ; 
but now that ſame Providence 
having by this great Diſtemper dil- 
engaged him from the Obligation 
of holding a Place, which he was 
no longer able ro diſcharge, he 
reſolved to relign ic: This was 
no ſooner ſurmiled abroad, than 
it drew upon him the Importuni- 
ties of all his Friends, and the 
clamour of the whole Town to 
divert him from ir, bur all was 


co 
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to no purpoſe; there was bur 
one Argument that could move 
him, which was, that he was ob. 
liged to continue in the Imployment 
God had put him in for the good of 
the publick , but to this he had ſuch 
an Anſwer, that even thole who 
were moſt concerned in his with- 
drawing, could not bur fee; that 
the realons inducing him to it, 
were bur too ſtrong ; lo he made 
Applications to his Majeſty for his. 
Writ of Eaſe, which the King was 
very unwilling to grant him, and 
offered to let him hold his Place 
{till , he doing what Bulinels he 
could in his Chamber ; but he 
laid, he could not with a vood Conſci- 
ence continue in it, ſince he was no: 
longer able to diſcharge the Duty 

belonging tO It, 
Bur yet ſuch was the- General 
Satisfaction which all the King- 
H 3 dom 
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dom received by his Excellent 
Adminiſtration of Juſtice, that 
the King, though he could not 
well deny his Requeſt, yer he 
deferred the Granting of ir as long 
as was. poſible: Nor could the 
Lord Chancellor be prevailed with 
ro move the King to haſten his 
Diſcharge, though the Cheif Juſtice 
often preſſed him to it. 
| Atlaſt having wearied himlelf, 
and all his Friends, with his im- 
portunate defires, and growing 
ſenſibly weaker in Body, he did 
upon the 21th. day of February , 
28. Car. 2. Anno Dom. 167;. £0 
before a Maſler of 'the Chancery, 
with -a little Parchment- Deed , 
drawn by Himſelt,and Written all 
with his own hand,and there Sea- 
led and delivered it, and acknow- 
ledged itto be Enrolled, and after. 
wards he brought che Original 
Wo 00S 7 BU 
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Deed to the Lord Chancellor , and 
did formally ſurrender his Office 


in thele words. 


Onnibus Chriſti fidelibus ad quos 
praſens Scriptura pervenerit,Matheus 
Hale, miles Capitalis Juſticiarins 
Domini Regis ad placita-coram ipſo 
Rege tenenda aſſiznatas Salurem im 
Domino Sempiternam . Noveritts me 
prefatum Matheum Hale : militem 
Jam ſenem fattum &* Varius Corporis 
met Senilis morbis &* infirmitatibus 
dire Laborantem <> adhuc Detentum- 
Hac Charta mea Reſignare & ſurſum 
reddere Sereniſſumo Domino Noſtro 
Carolo Secundo Dei Gratia Angliz 
Scotie Francie & Hibernie, Rev, 
Fidei Defenſori, &c. Prediftum Offici- 
um Capitalis Fuſticiaru ad placita coram 
ipſo Rege tenenda , humillime pe- 
tens quod hoc Scriptum irrotaletur 


de Recordo.. In cujus rei Teſtimo- 
b-4 1114011 
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nium buic charte mee Reſr1gnationss 
Sigilum meum appoſur, Dat viceſr 
mo primo Die Februaru Anno Regni 
diff. Dom. Regis nunc Viceſimo 
Octavo. | 


He made this Inſtrument as he 
cold the L.Chancellor for two Ends, 
the one was to {hew the World 
his own free Concurrence to his Re- 
moval : Another was to obviate 
an Obje&ion heretofore made, 
that a Cheif Fuſtice bemg placed 
by Writ, was not removable at plea- 
ſure, as Judges by Patent were ; 
Which opinioa, as. he ſaid was 
once held by his Predeceflor the 
Lord Cheif Juſtice Keylnmg, and 
though he himlelt were always 
of another opinion, yer he thought 
it reaſonable to prevent ſuch a 
Scruple. 

He had the day before fur- 


TCn. 
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rendered'to the King in Perſon, 
who parted from him with great 
Grace, wiſhing hmm. moſt hear. 
tily the return of his Health, and. 
affuring bir that be would fel Lek 
upon him as one of bis Judges, and 
have reconrſe to' his Advice when his 
Flealth would permit , . and in the 
mean time would continue his Pen- 
fron durine bis Life. 425: 

The Good man thought this 
Bounty too great, and anill Pre- 
cedent for the King ,” and there- 
fore Writ a Letter to the Lord 
Treaſurer, earneſtly "deſiring that 
his Penſion might be only during 
Pleafure,, but the King would 
orant it for Life, and make it 
payable Quarterly. * | 

'- And yet for a whole Month to- 
gether, he'would not ſuffer his 
Servant to Sue out his Patent for 
his Penſton', and when the firſt 

LORE H 4 Pay- 
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Payment was received, he orde. 
od 2 great part of it to Charitable 
Uſes, and aid, he intended moſ} 
of it ſhould be ſo Employed. as 
long as it was paid him. 70 
Ar laſt he: happened to Die 
upon the. Quarter day , which 
was Chriſtmas day, and though 
this might have given. ſome oc- 
caſion to a diſpute. whither the 
Penſion for that Quarcer were 
recoverable, yet the King was 
pleaſed to decide that Matter a- 
gainſt himſelf, and ordered the 
Penſion to þe paid to his Execu. 

rors. : Bt 
As ſoon as he was diſcharged 
from his great Place, he returned 
home with as much Chearful- 
neſs, as his want of Health could 
admit of ,, being naw., eaſed of a 
Burthen he - had been of late 
groaning under , and, {ſo made 
more 
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more capable of Enjoying that 
which he had much wiſhed for, 
according to his Elegant Tran- 
flation of, or rather Paraphraſe 


upon, thoſe excellent-Lines in Se- 
neca's Thyeſtes. Aft. 2, 


Stet quicunque Volet potens, 
Aule culmine lubrico : 
Me dulcis Saturet quies. 
Obſcuro poſitus loco, 
Leni perfruar otio : 
Null nota Quiritibus, 
tas per tacitum fluat. 
Sic cum Tranſterint mei, 
Null cum Strepitu dies, 
Plebeius moriar Senex. 
Illi mors gravis incubat, 
Oui notus nimis omnibus, 
Ionotus moritur ſbi. 


Let 
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Let him that will aſcend, the fot » 
tering Seat 4 

Of courtly Grandeur , and become 

- as great 

As are his mounting Wiſhes : As 
for me, 

Let {weet repoſe and reſt my Por. 
tion be 

Give me {ome mean obſcure Receſs, 
A - 

| Out of the Road of Buſineſs, 
the fear 

Of falling lower ; where I {weetly 
may 

My ſelf and dear retirement ſhll 
enjoy : 

Let not my Life or Name B 
known unto - 

The Grandees of the Tithe, to'lt 
too and fro 


By 
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By Cenſures or Applauſe ; but let 
my Age | 

Slide gently by, not overthwart the 
Stage 

Of publick Aion, unheard, unſeen, 

And unconcern d, as if Incar had 
been. 

And thus, while I ſhall paſs my 
ſilent days 

In ſhady privacy , free from the 
Noiſe 

And buſtles of the mad World, 
then ſhall I *f 

A good old Innocent Plebeian Die. 

Death is a mere Surpriſe, a very: 
Snare $ 

To him, that: makes it his Lifes 
greateſ? Care 

To be apublick Pageant, Foe to all, 

But unacquainted with bimſelf 
doth tall-- 


Having | 
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Having now atrained to that 
Privacy , which he had no leſs 
ſeriouſly than. pioully wiſhed: for, 
he called all his Servants that had 
belonged to his Office together, 
and told them, he had now laid 
down his Place, and fo their Imploy- 
ments were determined ; . upon thar, 
he adviſed them to lee bh them. 
ſelves, and gave to ſome of them 
very conſiderable Preſents, and 
to every one of them a Token, 
and fo diſmiſſed all thoſe thac 
were nor his Domeſticks: He 
was / diſcharged the fifreenth of 
February , 167%; And lived till 
the Chriſtmas-following, bur all 
the while was in ſ{oill a'State of 
Healch, that there was no hopes 
of- his Recovery : he continued 
ſtill co retire ofren, both for -his 
Devotions and Studies, and as 
long as he could go, went con- 


ſtancly 
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ſtantly to his Cloſler, and wheti his 
Infirmities encreaſed on him, fo 
that he was not able to go thithet 
himſelf, the made-his Servants 
carty him thither in a Chair.. At 
laſt, as the Winter- came on,” he 
ſaw with great Joy his delive- 
rance approaching, for beltdes 
his being weary of the World, and 
his longings for the Blefſedneſs of 
another State, his Pains encreaſed 
ſo on him, that no Patience in- 
feriour 'to his could have born 
them without a great uneafineſs 
of mind ; yet he expreſled to the 
laſt ſuch ſubmiſſon to the will of 
God, and {o'equal a Temper un- 
der them, that it was viſible then 
what mighty Effe&s his Philoſo- 
phy and''Chriſtianity had on him, 
in ſupporting him under ſuch a 
heavy Load. 
> He could notlie down in Bed 

Tan 
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above a Year before his Death , 
by reaſon of the Aſthma , bur far, 

rather than lay in it. 
He wasattended on in his Sick- 
nels, by a Pious and Worthy Di- 
vine Mr. Evan Griffith, Miniſter 
of the Pariſh ; and it was obſerved 
that in all the Extremities of his 
Pain, when ever he Prayed by 
him, he forbore all Complaints 
or Groans, but with his Hands 
and Eyes lifted up, was faxed in 
his Devorions':: Not; long before 
his Death, the Miniſter rold him, 
there was to be a Sacrament next 
Sunday at Church , | but he believed 
he could not come and -partake with 
the reſt ; therefore he would give it 
to bim in bus own Honſe : But he 
anſwered, No ; his Heavenly Father 
bag. prepared a Feaſt for bm , and 
wy 20 to eg Houſe to 
partake of it :' So he made. himſelt 
-- Be 
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be carried thither in his Chair, 
where he receiyed the Sacrament 
on his Knees, with great Deyo- 
tion, which it may be ſuppoſed 
was the greater, becauſe he ap- 
prehended it was to be his Laſt, 
and ſo took it as his Viaticum and 
Proviſion for his Journey. He 
had ſome ſecret unaccountable 
Preſages of his Death, for he laid, 
that if he did not Die on ſuch a day, 
( which fell ro be the 25th. of 
November ) be believed he ſhould 
Live a Month longer, and he Died 
that very day Month. He con- 
tinued to enjoy. the free ule of 
his Reaſon and Sence to the laſt 
Moment, which he had often 
and earneſtly Prayed for during 
his Sickneſs: And when his 
Voice was ſo ſunk that he ceuld 
not be heard, they perceived by 
the almoſt conſtanc lifring up : 

15 
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his Eyes and Hands, that he was 
fill Aſpiring towards that Bleſ- 
ſed State, of which he was now' 
ſpeedily to be poſleſled. 

He had for many years a par- 
ticular ' Devotion for Chriſtmas 
day, and after he had received 
the Sacrament, and been in the 
performance of the publick Wor- 
{hip of that day, he commonly 
wrote a Copy of Verſes on the 
Honour of his Saviour, as a fit 
Expreſſion of the Joy he felt in 
his Soul , at the return of that 
Glorious Anniverſary. 'There are 
Seventeen of thoſe Copies Printed, 
which he Writ on Seventeen ſeve- 
ral Chriſtmas days, by which 
the World has a Taſte of his 
Poetical Genius, in which, if he 
had thought it worth his time'to 
have Excelled, he might have 
been Eminent as wellas in other 


_ things 3 
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things ; but he Writ them rather 
to entertain himſelf, than to merit 


theLawrel. 
I ſhall here add one which 


has not been yet Printed, and it 
ts not unlikely it was the laſt he 
Wric ; it is a Paraphrale on Sime- 
on's Song ; | take it from his blot- 
ted Copy not art all finiſhed, ſo 
the Reader is to make Allow- 
ance for any [mperfection he may 
fhnd init. 


Bleſſed Creator, who before the Birth 
Of Time,or ere the Pillars of the Earth 
Were fix't or formd , did'ſt lay that 
great Deſton 
0f Mar's Redemption,and did'ſt define 
In thine Eternal Councels all the Scene 
Of that ſtupendious Buſmeſs and whai 
It ſhould appear, and though the very 


ay 
Of its Epiphany, concealed lay 
I With- 


WP 
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Within thy mind, yet thou wert pleas'd 
to ſhow 
Some glimpſes of it, unto Men below, 
In Viſions , Types , and Propheſies , 
as we 
Things at a diſtance in PerſpeFive ſee : 
But thou wert pleas'd to let thy Ser- 


vant know | 

That that Bleſt hour , that ſeemd to 
move ſo ſlow 

Through former Ages, ſhould at laſt 
attain 


Its time, ere my few Sands, that 
yet remam 
Are ſpent ; and that theſe Aged Eyes 
Should ſee the day,when Jacob's Star 
ſhould riſe. 
And now thou baſt fulfiled ir, bleſſed 
# . Lord 
Diſmiſs me now, according to thy word; 
And let my Aged Body now return 
Jo Reſt, and Duſt and drop into 


an Urn ; 
For 
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For Thave liv'd enough , mine Fyes 
| have ſeen | | | 
Thy much deſired Salvation, that hath 

been 
So long, ſo dearly wiſh'd, the Joy ; the 
Hope 
Of all the Ancient Patriarchs,the Scope 
Of all the Propheſies, and Myſteries, 
Of all the Types unvail'd the Hiſtories 
Of Jewiſh Church unridl'd, and the 
bright 
And Orient Sun ariſen to give light 
To Gentiles, and the joy of Iſrael, 
The Worlds Redeemer, bleſt Emanuel. 
Let this - 4 cloſe mine Eyes, *tis loſs 
to ſee, 
After this Viſion, any fight but Thee. 


Thus he uſed to Sing on the 
tormer Chriſtmas-days, but now 
he was to be admitted to bear his 
part in the new Songs above ; fo 


that day which he had ſpent in 
[4 io 
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{o much Spiritual Joy, proved to 
be indeed the day of his Jubilee 
and Deliverance, for between 
two and three in the Afternoon, 
| he breathed out his Righteous and 
pious Soul. His End was Peace, 
he hadno ſtruglings, nor ſeem'd 
to be in any pangs in his laſt Mo. 
ments. He was Buried on the 
4th. of January, Mr.Griffith Preach- 
ing the Funeral Sermon, his 
Text was the 57 of Tja. 1 verſe. 
The Righteous periſheth, and no Man 
layeth it to heart; and Merciful 
Men are taken away, none conſade- 
ring that the Righteous is taken away 
from the Evil to come. Which-how 
hcly it was applicable upon this 
occaſion, all that conſider the 
courſe of his Lite, will eaſily 
conclude. He was Interred in 
the Church-yard of Alderly , a- 
mong his Anceſtors; he did not 
much 


” milk £2. 1 295. _ Mis, Shan, 
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much approve of Burying in 
Churches, and uſed to ſay the 
Churches were for the Living., and 
the Church-yards for the Dead. His 
Monument was like himſelf, de- 
cent and plain , the Tomb-ſtone 
was black Marble, and the f1des 
were black and white Marble , 
upon which he himſelt had orde- 
red this bare and humble Inlcrip- 


tian to be made, 


HIC INHUMATUR CORPUS 
MATTHEI HALE, MILITIS; 
ROBERTI HALE, ET JOANNA,, 
UXORIS EJUS, FILII UNICI. 
NATI IN HAC PAROCHIA DE 
ALDERLY, PRIMO DIE No- 
VEMBRIS, ANNO DOM. 1609. 
DENATI VERO IBIDEM VE 
CESIMO QUINTO DIE DE- 
CEMBRIS, ANNO DOM. 1676. 
. ATAT1S Sua, LXVIL 


I 3 Having 
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Having thus given an Account 
of the moſt remarkable things 
of his Life, I am now to preſent 
the Reader with ſuch a Character 
of Him, as the laying his ſeveral 
Virtues together will amount to : 
in which | know how difficult 
a Task I undertake, for to Write 
defectively of Him, were to in- 
jure Him, and leflen the Me- 
mory of one to whom I intend 
to do all the Right that is in my 
Power : On the other hand, there 
is ſo much here to be commen- 
ded, and propoſed. for the Imi. 
ration of others, that I am affraid 
lome may imagin, I am rather 
making a Picure of Him, from 
an abſtracted Jdea of great' Vir- 
rues, and PerfeCtions, than let- 
ting him out, as he truly was : 
Bur there is great Encouragement 
in this, that I Write concerning 
4 


eat AS. IO. 
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a Man lo freſh in all peoples Re- 
membrance,that is ſo lately Dead, 
and was ſo much and ſo well 
known, that I ſhall have many 
Vouchers, who will be ready to 
juſtifie me in all that I am to 
relate, and to add a great deal 
to what I can ſay. 

It has appeared in the Account 
of his various Learning, how 
great his Capacities were, and 
how much they were improved 
by conſtant Study : He roſe al- 
ways early in the Morning, he 
loved to walk much abroad, not 
only for his Health, but he thought 
it opened his Mind, and enlarg- 
ed his thoughts to have the Cre- 
ation of God before his Eyes. 
When he ſet himſelf ro any Study, 
he uſed to caſt his deſign in a 
Scheme, which he did with a 
great exactae(s of Method;he took 


I 4 nothing 
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nothing on "Truſt but purſued 
his Enquires as far as they could 
go, and as he was humble enough 
ro confeſs his Ignorance, and ſub- 
mit to Myſteries which he could 
not comprehend , {o he was not 
ealily impoled on, by any ſhews 
of Reaſon, or the Bugbears of 
vulgar Qpinions : He brought all 
his Knowledge as much to ci- 
entifical Principles, as he poſſibly 
could, which made him neglect 
the Study of Tongues, tor the 
bent of his Mind lay another 
way. Diſcourling once of this 
to ſome, they ſaid, they looked on 
the Common Law, as a Study that 
could not be brought into a Scheme , 
nor formed into a Rational Science , 
by reaſon of the Indigeſtedneſs of it, 
and the Multiplicity of the Caſes 
mn it, which rendered it very heard to 
be underſtood, or reduced ints a Me. 

| thid ; | 
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thod; Burt he ſaid, be was not of 
their mind, and ſo quickly after , 
he drew with his own hand, a 
Scheme of the whole Order and 
Parts of it, in a large ſheet of 
Paper, to the great Satisfaction 
of thoſe to whom he . ſent it. 
Upon this hint, ſome prelled him 
to Compile:z Body of the Eng- 
liſh Law; \It:could hardly ever 
be done by a Man who knew it 
better, and would with more 
Judgment and Induſtry have put 
it into Method ; But he ſaid, as 
it was a Great and Noble Deſign , 
which would be of vaſt Advantage to 
the Nation; ſo it was too much for 
a private Man to undertake : It was 
not to be Entred upon, but by the 
Command of a Prince, and with the 
Communicated Endeavours of ſome 


of the moſt Eminent of the Pro- 


fe 100, 
4 He 
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He had great vivacity in his 
Fancy, as may appear by his In. 
clination to Poetry, and the live. 
ly Illuſtrations, and many tender 
ſrains in his Contemplations, 
Bur he look't on Eloquence and 
Wit, as things to be uſed very 
chaſtly, in ſerious Matters, which 
ſhould come under a ſeverer In- 
quiry: "Therefore he was both, 
when at the Bar, and on the 
Bench, a great Enemy to all Elo. 
quence or Rhetorick 1inPleading : 
He faid, if the Judge or Fury had a 
right underſtanding , it ſignified no- 
thng, but a waſte of Time, and loſs 
of Words , and if they were weak, 
and eafily wrought on, it was a more 
decent way of corrupting them , by 
bribing their Fancies, and biaſſing 
their Aﬀeftions; And wondered 
much at that affe&tation of the 
French Lawyers in imitating the 


Roman 
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Roman Orators in their Pleadings. 
Far the Oratory of the Romans, 
was Seled | by their popular 
Government, and the Factions 
of the City, ſo that thoſe who 
intended to excell i in the Pleading 
of Cauſes, were trained up in 
the Schools of the Rhetors , till 
they became ready and expert in 
char luſcious way of Diſcourle. 
Itis true, the Compoſlures of tuch 
a Man as Tully was, who mixed 
an extraordinary Quickneſs , an 
exact Judgemenr, and a juſt De- 
corum with his skill in Rhetorick, 
do ſtill entertain the Readers of 
them with great Pleaſure : Bur 
at the ſame time, it muſt be ac- 
knowledged, that there is not.» 
that chaſtity of Style, that cloſe. 
nels of Reaſoning, nor thar jult- 
neſs of Figures in his Orations, that - 
is in his other Writings ; So that 
2 
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a great deal was laid by him, 
rather becauſe he knew 1t would 
be acceptable ro his Auditors , 
than thar it was approved of by 
himſelf; and all who read them, 
will acknowledg, they are better 
plealed with them as Eſſays of 
Wit and Style , than as Pleadings, 
by which ſuch a Judge as ours 
was, would not be much wrought 
en. And if there are ſuch 
Grounds to cenſure the perfor- 
mances of the greateſt Maſter in 
Eloquence, we may ealily infer 
what nauſeous Diſcourſes the o- 
ther Orators made, ſince in 0ra- 
tory as well as in Poetry, none 
can do TIndifferently. So our Judge 
wondred to find the French, that 
live under a Monarchy, ſo fond of - 
imitating that which was an 11] 
Effect of the Popular Government 
of Rome : He therefore pleaded 


him- 
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himſelt always in few words, 
and home to the Point: And 
when he was a Judge, he held 
thoſe that Pleaded before him, 
to be the main Hinge of the 
Buſineſs, and cut them ſhort 
when they made Excurſions a- 
bout Circumſtances of no Mo- 
ment, by which he ſaved much 
time, and made the cheif Difh. 
culties be well Stated and Clear- 
cd. 

There was another Cuſtom a- 
mong the Romans, which he as 
much admired, as he deſpiſed 
their Rhethorick, which was, that 
the Juris-Conſults were the Men 
of the higheſt Quality, who were 
bred to be capable of the cheit 
Imployment in the State, and 
became the great Maſters of their 
Law : Thele gave their opinions 
of all Caſes that were pur to 

_ them 
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them freely, judging ic below 
them to take any preſent for it , 
And indeed they were only 
the true Lawyers among them , 
whole Reſolutions were of that 
Authority, that they made one 
Claſſis of thoſe Materials out of 
which Trebonian compiled the 
Digeſts under Juſtinian ; for the 
Orators or Caufidici that Pleaded 
Cauſes, knew little of the Law, 
_ and only imployed their merce- 
nary Tongues, to work on the 
AﬀeCtions of the People and Se- 
nate or the Pretors: Even in 
molt of Tullies Orations there is 
little of Law, and thar little 
which they might ſprinkle in 
their Declatnations, they had 
not from their own Knowrledg, 
but the Reſolution of ſorne F«- 
ris Conſult : According to that fa. 
mous Story of Servius Sulpitins, 
who 
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who was a Celebrated Orator, and 
being to receive the Reſolution 
of one of thoſe that were Learned 
in the Law, was ſo Ignorant, 
that he could - not underſtand it ; 
Upon which the Juris-Conſult re- 
proached him, and faid, it was 4 
ſhame for him that was a Nobleman, 
a Senator, and a Pleader of Cauſes, 
to bethus Tenorant of Law : This 
touched him ſo ſenſibly, that he 
ſet about the Study of it, and be- 
came one of the moſt Eminent 
Juris -Conſults that ever were at 
Rome. Our Judge thought it 
might become the greatneſs of 
a Prince, to encourage ſuch a 
ſort of Men, and of Studies; in 
which, none in the Age he lived 
in was equal to the great Selden, 
who was truly in our Engliſh 
Law, what the old Roman Juris - 
Conjults were in theirs, 


But. 
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But where a decent Eloquence 
was allowable, Judge Hale knew 
how to have excelled as much as 
any, either in illuſtrating his Rea- 
{onings , by proper and well pur. 
{ued Similies, or by ſuch tender ex. 
preſſions, as might work moſt on 
the Aﬀections, lo that the preſent 
Lord Chancellor, has often ſaid of 
him ſince his Death, that he was 
the Greateſt Orator he had known; 
for though his words came not 
fluently from him, yer when 
they were out, they were the 
moſt Significant, and Expreſive, 
that the Matter could bear: Of 
this ſort there are many in his Con- 
templations made to quicken his 
own Devotion, which have a 
Life'in them becoming him that 
uſed them, and a ſoftneſs fit to 
melt even the harſheſt Tempers, 


accommodated to the Gravity of 
che 
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the Subjet, and apt co excite 
warm thoughts in the Readers, 
that as they ſhew his excellent 
Temper that brought them our, 
and applied them ro himſelf, ſo 
they are of great uſe to all, who 
would both Inform and quicken 
their Minds. Of his Illuſtrations 
of things by proper Similies, I 
ſhall give a large inſtance out of 
his Book of the Origination of 
Mankind, deligned to expoſe the 
ſeveral different Fypotheſes the 
Philoſophers fell on, concerning 
the Eternity and Original of the 
Univerſe, and to preter the Account 
given by Meſes, to all their Con- 
jeures; in which, if my Taſte 
does not milguide me, the Rea- 
der will find a rare and very a- 
greeable mixture, both of fine 
Wic, and ſolid Learning and 


Judgment. 
K | That 
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|_ That which. way illuſtrate 


my Meaning, in this preference 
of the revealed Light of the Holy 
Scriptures, touching this Matter, 
above the Eſſays of a Philoſophical 
Imagination, may be this. Sup- 
pole that Greece being unacquaint- 
ed with the Curioſity of Mecha- 
nical Engins, though known in 
ſome remote Region oftheWorld, 
and that an excellent Artiſt 
had ſecretly brought and de- 
poſited in: ſome Field or Foreſt, 
{ome excellent Watch or Clock, 
which had been ſo formed, that 
the Original of its Motion wete 
Hidden, and Involved in ſome 
cloſe contrived piece of Mecha- 
niſm, that this Watch was ſo 
framed, that the Mgtion thereof 
might have laſted a Year, or ſome 
{uch time as might give a reaſona- 


ble Period for their Philoſophical 
de- 
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delcanting concerning it, and that 
in the plain Table there had been 
not only the Diſcription and Indi- 
cation of Hours, but the Configu- 
rations and Indications of the 
various Phaſes of the Moon, the 
motion and place of the Sun in 
the Ecliptick , and divers other 
curious lndicarions of Celeſtial 
Motions, and that the Scholars of 
the ſeveral Schools, of Epicarus, 

of Ariſtotle, of Plato, and the reſt 
of thoſe Philoſophical Sects, had 
caſually in their Walk , found 
this Admirable Automaton ; what 


| kind of Work would there have 


been made by every Sect, in giv-. 
ing an account of this Phenome.- 
non ? We ſhould have had the 
Epicurean Se&t, have told the By- 
ſtanders according to their precon- 
ceived Hypothelis, that this was 
nething elſe but an aide a concre” 

K 2 tion 
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tion of Atoms, that happily fallen to- 
gether had made up the Index, the 
Wheels,and the Ballance,and that being 
happily fallen into this Poſture, they 
were put into Motion. "Then the 
Carteſian falls in with him, as to 
the main of their Suppoſition , 
but tells him, that he doth not 
ſufficiently explicate how the Engin is 
put into Motion, and therefore to fur. 
nſh this Motion, there is a certain 
Macteria Subrilis that pervades this 
Engin, and the Moveable parts, con- 
fiſting of certain Globular Atoms apt 
or Motion, they are thereby and by 
the Mobility of the Globaular Atoms 
put into Motion. A Third finding 
taulc with the two former, be- 
caule thoſe Motions are fo regular, 
and do expreſs the various Pheno- 
mena of the diſtribution of Time, and 
of the Heavenly Motions ; therefore 
ir ſeems to him, that this Fn- 


gin 
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gin and Motion alſo, ſo Analogical 


to the Motions of the Heavens, was 
wrought by ſome admirable conjunS&i- 
on of the Heavenly Bodies, which 


formed this Inſtrument and its Moti- 


ons, in ſuch an admirable Correſþon.- 
dency to iis own Exiſtence. A 
Fourth, dilliking the {uppoſitions 
of the three former, tells the reſt, 
that he hath a more plam and evi- 
dent Solution of the Phenomenon , 


namely, The univerſal Soul of the 
World, or Spirit of Nature , that 


formed fo many ſorts of Inſects with 
ſo many Organs, Faculties, and ſuch 


congruity of their whole compoſition, 
and ſuch curious and various Motions 
as we may obſerve im them, batb 
formed and ſet into Motion this ad- 
mirable Automaton, and regulated 
and ordered it, with all theſe congru- 
ities we ſee in it. Then ſteps in 
an Ariſtotclian, and being dillaril- 
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fed with all the former Soluti. 
ons, tells them, Gentlemen, you are 
all miſtaken, your Solutions are In- * 
explicable and Unſatisfattory, you 
have taken up certain precarious Hy- 
potheſes, and bemg pr epoſſeſed with 
theſe Creatures of your own fancies, 
and in love with them, right or 
wrong, you form all your Conceptions 
of things according to thoſe fancied 
and preconcerved Imazinations. The 
ſhort of the Buſmeſs is, this Machi- 
na #s eternal, and ſo are all the Mo. 
tions of it, and in as much as a Cir- 
cular 'FI40M hath no beginning or 
end, this Motion that you ſee both in 
the Wheels and Index, and the ſuc. 
eeſſi ve Indications of the Celeſtial Mo- 
trons, us eternal, and Without begin- 
ning. And this is a ready and ex- 
pedite way of ſolving the Phenomena , 

without ſo much ads as you have 
made about it. 


And 
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And whilſt all the Maſters 


were thus contriving, the Solu-. 
tion of the Phenomenon, in the 
hearing of the Artiſt that made 
ic, and when they had all ſpent 
their Philoſophizing upon it, the 
Artiſt that made this Engin, and 
all this while liſtned to their ad- 
mirable Fancies, tells them, Gen- 
tlemen, you have diſcovered very 
much Excellency of Invention touch- 
ing this piece of Work that is before 
you, but you are all miſerably miſta.. 
ken : for it was I that made this 
Watch, and brought it hither, and I 
will ſhew you how 1 made it. Firſt, 
I wrought the Spring, and the Fuſee, 
and the Wheels, and the Ballance, 
and the Caſe, and Table; I fitted . 
them one to another, and placed theſe 
ſeveral Axes that are to dire& the 
Motions, of the Index to diſcover the 


bour of the Day, of the Figure that 
K 4 dif- 
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diſcovers the Phaſes of the Moon, and 


the other various Motions that you 
fee ; and then T put it together, and 
wound up the Spring , which hath 
given all theſe Motions, that you ſee 
mn this curious piece of Wark, and 
that you may be ſure I tell you true, 
T will tell you the whole Order and 
Progreſs of my making, diſþofing and 
ordering of this piece of Work; the 
ſeveral Materials of it, the manner 
of the forming of every individual 
part of it , and how long I was a- 
bont it. This plain and evident 
diſcovery renders all theſe ex- 
cogitated Hypotheſes of thoſe Phi- 
jofophical Enthuſiaſts vain and 
ridiculous, without any great 
help of Rhetorical flouriſhes, or 
Logical confutations. And much 
of the ſame nature is that diſpa- 
rity of the Hypotheſes of the learn. 
ed Philoſophers in relation to the 
Ort- 


0%. þ 3» ON. T_T 


S$:r Matthew Hale. 137 


Origination of the World and 
Man, after a great deal of duſt 
raiſed, and fanciful Explications 
and untelligible Hypotheſes. The 
plain, but Divine Narrative by 
the hand of Moſes, full of Sence, 
and Congruity, and clearnels , 
and Realonablenels in ir ſelf, 
does at the ſame Moment give us 
a true and clear diſcovery of this 
great Myſtery, and renders all 
the Eflays of the generality of 
the Heathen Philoſophers to be 
vain, Inevident, and indeed 1n. , 
explicable Theories, the Crea- 
tures of Phantaſie, and Imagina- 
tion, and nothing elſe.”] 

As for his Virtues,they have ap- 
peared ſo Conſpicuous in all the 
ſeveral Tranſactions and turns of 
his Life, that it may ſeem need- 
fels to add any more of them, 


than has beeg already related , 
| | but 
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but there are many particular Tn- 
ftanceewhich I knew not how to 
fic to the ſeveral Nears of his 
Life, which will give us a clearer 
and better view of him. 

He was a devout Chriltian, a /m- 
cere Proteſtant, and a true Son of 
the Church of England; mode- 
rate towards Diſſenters, and juſt 
even to thole trom whom he 
differed moſt; which appeared 
ſignally in the care he took of 
preſerving the Quakers, from thar 
miſcheif that was like to fall on 
them, by declaring their Marriages 
void, and ſo baſtarding their 
Children ; bur he conſidered Mar- 
riage and Succeſſion as a right- of 
Nature, from which none ought 
to be barred, what miſtake fo- 
ever they might be under, in 
the points of revealed Religi- 
on. 


And 
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And' therefore in a Trial that 
was before him, when a Qnaker 
wasllied for forme Debts owng by 
his Wite Before he'Married' her, 
and the Qnakers Conncil ptetend- 
ed, that it was nd Maryiate that had 
paſt betwhen them, ſince” it' was' not 
Solemmiſed! according to the Rules 
of the ( hurch'of. Englaud; he decla- 
red;that he' was not willing on his 
own opinion ro: make their Chil. 
dren Baſtards, - and gave directi- 
ons to the TFiryto Fad it! ſpecial. 
It was a reflection'on'the whole 
Party, that one'of chemo avoid 
an Inconveniance he had filn in; 
thought to- have preſerved him- 
ſelf by a defence , that if it had 
been allowed-in Law, maſt have 
made their whole iflue Baſtards, 
and' incapable of Succeſſion, and 
for all their pretended friendſhip 
to one another, if this Judze had 
not 
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not been more their friend, than 
one of thole they ſo called, their 
Poſterity had been little behold- 
ing to them. But he governed 
himſelf indeed by the Law of the 
Goſpel, of domg to others, what he 
would have others do to him, and 
therefore becauſe he wonld have 
thought it. a hardſhip not without 
Cruelty, it amongſt Papiſts all Mar- 
riages were nulled which had not 
bcen made with all the Ceremo- 
nics in the Roman Ritual, lo he 
applying this to the caſe of the 
Sectaries, he thought all Marria- 
ges made according tothe ſeve- 
ral per[waſions of Men , ought 
tro have their Eftefts in Law. 

He uſed conſtantly to worſhip 
God in his Family, performing 
ir always himſelf, it there was 
no Clergy-man preſent : Burt as 
ro his {rivate Exerciſes in devo- 
tion, 
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tion, he took that extraordinary 
care to keep what he did ſecret, 

that this part of his Character 
muſt be defective, except it be 
acknowledged that his Humility 
in covering it, commends him 
much more than the higheſt ex- 
preſiions of Devotion could have 
done. 

From the firſt time that the 
Impreſſions of Religion fetled 
deeply in his Mind, He uſed 
Freat caution to conceal it : not 
only in obedience 'to the Rules 
given by our Saviour, of Faſting, 
Praying, and giving Alms in Secret ; 
bur irom a particular diſtruſt he 
had of himſelf, for he {aid he 
was affraid, he ſhould at fome 
time or other, do ſome enormous 
thing, which it he were look'c 
on as a very Religious Man, 
might caſt a reproach on the 


Pro- 
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profeſſion of.it, and give great 
advantages to impious Men, to 
blaſpheme the name of God : 
But a Tree is known by its Fruits, 
and he lived not only free of 
Blemiſhes, or Scandall , bur 
ſhined in all the parts of his Con- 
verſation: and perhaps the di/- 
truſt he was in of himſelf, con- 
tributed not a little to the Py- 
rity of his Life, for he being there- 
by obliged to be more Watchful 
over himſelf, and to depend 
more on the aids of the Spirit 
of God, no wonder it that hum- 
ble temper produced thole excel- 
lent EfteRts in him. 

He had a Soul enlarged and 
raiſed above that mean appetite 
of loving Money , which is gene- 
rally the root of all Evil. He did 
not take the profits that he might 
have had by his Prafice : for in 
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common Caſes, when thoſe who 
came to ask his Council give 
him a Piece, he uſed to give 
back the half, and ſo made Ten 
ſhillings his Fee, in ordinary 
Matters that did not require much 
time or Study : If he ſaw a Cauſe 


was Unjuſt, he for a great while 
| would not meddle further in it, 


but to give his Advice that it was 


| ſo; If the Parties after that, 


would go on, they were to leek 
another Councellor, for he would 
Aſſiſt none in Acts of Injuſtice : 
If he found the Cauſe doubrful or 
weak in point of Law, he always 
adviled his Clients to agree their 
Buſineſs : Yet afterwards he aba- 
ted much of the Scrupulolſity he 
had about Cauſes that appeared 
at firſt view Injuſt , upon this occa- 
flon: There were two Caules 
brought to.him , which by the 
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ignorance of the Party or their 
Attorny, were lo ill repreſented 
to him, that they ſeem'd to be very 
bad, but he enquiring more nar- 
rowly into them, found they 
were really very good and juſt; So 
after this he flackned much of 
his former Stri&tneſs, of rctuling 
to meddle in Cauſes upon the ill 
Circumſtances that appear'd in 
them at ft. 

In his pleading he abhorred 
thoſe too common faults of miſ- 
recitmg Evidences , quoting Prel1. 
dents, or Books falſly , or aſſert- 
mg things Confidently; by which 
ignorant Juries, or weak Judges , 
are too often wrought on. He 
Pleaded with the fame lincerity 
that he uſed in the other parts 
of his Life, and uſed to ſay it 
was 4s great a diſhonour as a. Man 


was capable of , that for a little Mo- 
ney 
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ney he was to be hired to ſay or do 
otherwiſe than as he thought: All 
this he aſcribed to the «unmeaſu. 
rable deſire of heaping up Wealth , 
which corrupted the Souls of ſome 
that ſeem'd to be otherwile born 
and made for great things. 

When he was a Practitioner, 
differences were often referr'd to 
him, which he fetled, but would 
accept of no reward for his Pains, 
though offe1ed by both Parties 
togerher, after the agreement 
was made ; for he faid m thoſe 
caſes he was made a Judge , and 4 
Judge ought to take no Money. If 
they told him, he loſt much of his 
time in conſidering their Buſmeſs , 
and ſo ought to be acknowledged for 
it ; his anſwer was, ( as one that 
heard it told me, ) Can 1 ſpend 
my Time better, than to make 
People friends, muſt I have no 

L 
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time allowed me to do good 


its 

He was naturally a quick man, 
yet by much Practiſe on himſelf, 
he ſubdued that to ſuch a de- 
gree, that he would never run 
{uddenly into any Concluſion 
concerning any Matter of Im. 
portance. Feſtina lente was his 
beloved Motto, which he orde. 
red to be Ingraven on the Head 
of his Staff, and was often heard 
ſay, that be had obſerved many wit- 
ty Men run into great Exrours , be- 
cauſe they did not give themſelves 
time to think, but the heat of Ima- 
giuation making. ſome Notions appear 
n 200d Coolours to them, they with- 
out ſlaying till that cooled, were vi- 
olently led by the Impulſes it made on 
them, whereas calm and ſlow Men, 
who paſs for dull in. the common eſti- 


mation, could ſearch after Truth and 
| find | 
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find it out, as with more deliberation, 
ſo with greater certainty. | 

He laid aſide the tenth periny 
of all he got for the Poor, and 


| cook great care to be well in- 


formed of proper Objefts for his 
Charities : And after he was a 
Judge, many of the Perquilites 
of his Place, as his Dividend of 
the Rule and Box-money, was 
ſent by him to the Jayls ro dit- 
charge poor Priſoners, who ne- 
ver knew from whoſe hands 
their Releit came. It is alſo a 
Cuſtom for the Marfhall of the 
Kings-Bench, to preſent the Judges 
of that Court with a piece of 
Plate for a New-years-gift , that 
tor the Cheif Juſtice being larger 
than the reſt : This he intended 
to have refuſed, but the other 
Judges told him it belonged to - 
his Office, and the refuſing it 

E-2 would 
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would be'a prejudice to his Suc- 
ceſlors, ſo he was periwaded to 
take it, but he ſent word to the 
Marſhall, that inflead of Plate, be 
ſhould bring him the value of it in 
Money, and when ne received it, 
he immediately fent it to the 
Priſons, for the Releif and dif. 
charge of the- poor there. He 
uſually invired his poor Neigh- 
bours to Dine with him, and 
made them fit at Table with 
himſelf: And if any of them 
were Sick, fo that they could not 
come, he would ſend Meat warm 
to them from his Table : and he 
did not only releive the Poor 
in his own Pariſh, but ſent Sup- 
plies to the Neighbouring Pa. 
riſhes, as there was occaſion for 
tt: Andhe treated chem all with 
the tenderneſs and familiarity thar 
became one, who conſidered 


they 
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they were of the ſame Nature 
with himſelf, and were reduced 
to no other Neceſſities but ſuch as 
he himſelf might be brought to: 
But for common Beggars, 1t any 
of thele came to him, as he was 
in his Walks, when he lived in 
the Country, be would ask ſuch 
as were Capable of Working , 
why they went about fo idly ; It they 
anſwered, it was becauſe they conld 


find no Work, he often lent them to 


ſome Field, to gather all the 
Stones 1n it, and lay them on a 
Heap, and then would pay them 
liberally for their Pains: This 
being done, he uſed ro lend his 


Carts, and cauled them to be 


carried to ſuch places of the High- 


way as needed mending, 
But when he was in Town, 
he dealt his Charities very libe- 


rally, even among che Street- 


L 3 Beg. 
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Beggars, and when ſome told 
him, that he thereby mccurazed Jdle- 
weſs, and that moſt of theſe were n0- 
torious Cheats, he uled to an{wer, 
that he beleived moſt of them were 
ſuch, but among them there were 
ſome that were great Objefts of Cha- 
rity y and preft with greivous Ne. 
ceſſuties : and that he had rather give 
hu Alms to twenty who might be per- 
haps Rogues, than that one of the 
other ſort , ſhould periſh for want 
of that. ſmall Releif Which he gave 
them. © _ — 

He loved Building much , 
which he afteed cheifly becauſe 
it imployed many poor People; 
but one thing was obſerved in all 
his Buildings , that the changes 
he made in his Houſes, was al. 
ways from Magnificence to M/e- 
fulneſs, for he avoided every 
thing thas looked like Pomp or 
ED , 
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Vanity, even in the Walls of his 
Houſes ; he had good Judgement 
in ArchiteFure, and an. excellent 
faculty in contriving well. 

He was a Gentle Landlord to all 
his Tenants, and was eyer ready 
upon any reaſonable Complaints, 
to make Abatements, for he was 
Merciful as well as Righteous. One 
inſtance of this was, of a Wi- 
dow that lived in London, and 
had a ſmall Eſtate near his Houſe 
in the Country ; from which her 
Rents were ill Returned to her, 
and at a Coſt which the could 
not well bear : ſo ſhe bemoaned 
her ſelf ro him, and he *accor- 
ding to his readineſs to aſliſt all 
poor People, told her, be would 
order his Steward to take up her 
Rents, and the returning them ſhould 
coſt her nothmg. But after thar, 
when there was a falling of 
L 4 Rents 
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Rents in that Country , ſo that 
it was neceſſary to make abate. 
ments to the "Tenant; yet he 
would have it to lie on himſelf, 
and made the Widow be paid 
her Reat as formerly. 

Another remarkable inſtance of 
his Juſtice and goodneſs was , that 
when he found ill Money had 
been pur into his hands, he would 
never ſuffer it to be vented again ; 
for he thought it was no excuſe 
for him to put falſe Money in 
other Peoples hands, becauſe 
ſome had put it in his: A 
great heap of this he had gather- 
ed together, for many had ſo 
far abuſed his Goodneſs, as to 
mix baſe Money among the Fees 
that were given him : Ir is like 
he intended to have deſtroyed 
it, but ſome Thieves whohad 


oblerved ir, broke into his Cham- 
*".... "DEE 
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ber and ſtole it, thinking they 
had got a Prize ; which he uſed 
to tell with ſome pleaſure; ima- 
gining how they found them- 
ſelves deceived, when they per- 
ceived what ſort of Booty they 
had fall'n on. 

After he was made a Fudze, he 
would needs pay more for every 
Purchaſe the made than it was 
| worth; If it had been but a 
Horſe he was to Buy, he would 
have out-bid the Price : and when 
ſome repreſented to him, that he 
made ill Bargains, he laid ; it be- 
came Judges to pay more for what 
they bought, than the true Value ; 
that fo thoſe with whom they dealt , 
might not think they had any right to 
their favour, by having ſold ſuch 
things tothem at an eaſte rate : and 
ſaid it was ſutable tothe Reputa- 
tion, which a Judge ought to pre. 
| ſerve, 
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ſerve, to make ſuch Bargains, 
thar the World might ſee they 
were not too well uſed upon 


ſome ſecret Account. 
. In Sum, his Eſtate did ſhew 
how little he had minded the & 


raiſing a great Fortune , for from 
a Hundred pound a Year, he 
raiſed it not quite to Nine Hun. 
dred, and of this a very Conſide. 
rable part came in by his ſhare | 
of Mr. Selden's Eſtate ; yet this, 
conſidering his great Practice 
while a Counſellour, and his con. 
ſtant, frugal, and modeſt way of 
Living, was but {mall a Fortune : 
In the ſhare that fell to him by 
Mr. Selden's Will, one memo. 
rxable thing was done by him, 
with the other Executors , - by 
which they both ſhewed their 
regard to their dead Friend, and 
their Love of the Publick ; His 
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Library was valued at ſome 
Thouſands of pounds, and was 
believed to be one of the curi- 
ouleſt Collections in Europe : (o 
they reſolved to keep this intire, 
& for the Honour of Selden's Me. 
mory, and gave it to the Univer. 
fity of Oxford, where a noble 
Room was added to the former 
Library for its Reception, and all 
| due reſpets have been fince 
ſhewed by that Great and Learn- 
ed Body, to thoſe their worthy 
Benefa&tors, who not only part- 
ed {o generouſly with this great 
Treaſure, but were a little put 
toit how to oblige them, withour 
croſſing the Will of their dead 
Friend. Mr. Selden had once 
intended to give his Library to 
that Univerſity, and had left it 
ſo by his Will ; but having occa. 
ſion for a Manuſcript, which be. 


longed 
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longed to their Library, they 
asked of him a Bond of a Thou. 
ſand pound for its Reſtitution ; 
this he took ſo ill at their hands, 
that he ſtruck out that part of 


his Will by which he had given. 


them his Library, and with ſome 


paſſion declared they ſhould never | 


have it : The Executors ſtuck at 
this a little, but having conſider. 
ed better of it, came to this Re- 
ſolution ; That they were to be 
the Executors of Mr. Selden's 
Will, and not of his Paſhon ; fo 
they made good what he had 
intended in cold Blood, and 
paſt over what his Paſhon had 
luggeſted ro him. 

The parting with ſo many 
excellent Books, would have 
been 4s uneaſie to our Judge, as 
any thing of that nature could 
be , if a pious regard to his friends 


Me. 


| 


| 
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Mem had not prevailed over 
him ; for he valued Books and 
Manuſcripts above all things in 
the World: He himſfelt had 
made a great and rare Colle&ion 
of Manuſcripts belonging to the 
Law: of England ; he was Forty 
years 1n gathering it : He himſelf 
{aid it coſt him about fifteen Flun- 
dred pounds, and calls it in his 


Will, a Treaſure worth having and 


| keeping, and not fit for every Mans 


view ; 'Theſe all he left ro Lin- 


coln's Inn, and for the Informarti- 


on of thoſe who are curious to 


ſearch into fuch things; there 


ſhall be a Catalogue of them ad- 
ded at the end of this Book. 

By all theſe inftances it does 
appear, how much he was raiſed 
above the World, or the love 
of ir. But having thus maſter- 
ed things without him, his next 
ones Study 
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Study was to overcome his own 
Inclinations : He was as he ſaid 
himſelf naturally paſſionate ; I add, 
as be ſaid himſelf, tor that appear- 
ed by no other Evidence, ſave 
that ſometimes his Colour would 
riſe a little; but he ſo governed 
himſelf, that thoſe who lived 
long about him, have told me 
they never ſaw him diſordered 
with Anger, though he met with 
ſome Tryals, that the nature of 
Man is as little able to bear, as 
any- whatſoever. There was 
one who did him a great Injury, 
which it is not neceſlary to men- 
tion , who coming afterwards 
to him for his Advice in the ſettle. 
ment of his Eſtate, he gave it 
very frankly to him, but would 
accept of no Fee for ir, and there- 
by ſhewed both that he could 
forgive as a Chriſtian, and that 


he 
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he had the Soul of a Gentleman 
in him, not to take Money of 
one that had wronged him ſo 
heinouſly. And when he was 
asked by one, how he could uſe a 
Man ſo kindly , that had wronged 
him ſo much | his Anſwer was, 
he thanked God he had learned to 
forget Injuries. And beſides the 
great temper he exprefled in all 
his publick Imployments , in his 
Family he was a very gentle 
Maſter: He was tender of all 
his Servants, he never turned any 
away, except they were ſo faulty, 
that there was no hope of reclaim- 
ing them: When > of them 
had been long out of the way , 
or had negleted any part of 
their Duty; he would not ſee 
them at their firſt coming home, 
and ſometimes not till the next 
day, leaſt when his diſpleaſure was 
NE | quick 
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quick upon him, he might have 
chid them indecently ; and when 
he did reprove them, he did it 
with that ſweetneſs and gravity, 
that it appeared he was more 
concerned for their having done 
a fault, than for the Offence 
given by it to himſelf: Bur if 
they became immoral or unruly, 
ehen he turned them away , for 
he ſaid, he that by his place ought to 
puniſh diſorders in other People , 
muſt by no means ſuffer them in his 
own Houſe : He advanced his 
Servants according to the time 
they had been about him, and 
' would never give occalion to 
Envy among them , by railing 
the younger Clerks above thole 
who had been longer with him. 
He treated them all with great | 
afte&tion, rather as a Friend, than 
a Maſter, giving them often good 
74:75 Wy Advice 
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Advice and Inſtruction. He made 
thoſe who bad good places un- 


. der him, give {ome of their pro- 


fits to the other Servants who 
had nothing but their Wages: 
When he made his Will, he lefe 
Legacies to every one of them ; 
Bur he exprefled a more parti- 
cular kindneſs for one of them 


Robert Gibbon, of the middle Temple, 


Elq; In whom he bad that Con- 
dence, that he lefr him one of 
his Executots. + Ithe rather men: 
tion him , becauſe of his noble 
Gratitude to his worthy Bene-; 
factor and Maſter, for he has 
been ſo careful to preſerve his 
Memory, that as he fer thoſe on 
me, at whole deſire I undertook 


to write his Lite ; So he has pro- 


| cured for me a great part of thoſe 
Memorials, and Informations , 


out of which I have Compoled ut.” 
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The Judge was of a molt tender 


and compaſſionare Nature ; this 
did eminehtly appear in his Try. 
ing and giving Sentence upon 
Criminals, in which he was 
ſriftly careful, rthar not a cir. 
cumſtance ſhould be neglected , 
which miglit any way clear the 
Fact : He behaved himſelf with 
that fegard to the Priſoners , 
which became both the gravity 
of a Fudge, and the pity that was 
due ro Men, whole Lives lay at 
Stake, fo that nothing of jearing 
or unreaſonable ſeverity ever fell 
from him. He alſo examined 
the Witneſles in the ſofteſt man- 
ner, taking care that they ſhould 
be put under no Confuſion, which 
might diſorder their Memory : 
and he Summed all the Evidence 
lo equally when - he charged 
the | , that the Criminals 
REES = 
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themſelves never complained of 
him. When it came to him to 
give Sentence, he did it with 
that Compolednels and Decency, 
and his Speeches to the Priſoners, 
direting them to prepare for 
Death, were ſo Weighty, fo free 


_ of all Aﬀectation, and lo Serious 


and Devout, that many loved to 
g0 to the Tryals, when he fate 


Judg,to be edified by his Speeches, 


and behaviour in them, and uſed 
to lay, they heard very few ſuch Ser. 
Mons. 

Bur though the pronouncing, 
the Sentence of Death, was the 
peece of his Imployment, that 
went moſt againſt the Grain with 
him ; yet in that, he could never 
be molified to any tenderneſs 
which hindred Juſtices When he 
was once prefled to recommend 
lome ( whom he had Condemn- 

M 5 ea ) 
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ed) to his Majeſties Mercy and 


Pardon ; he ani{wered he could not 
think they deſerved a Pardon, whom 
he himſelf had Adjudged to Die : So 
that all he would do in that kind, 
was to give the King a true Ac- 
count of the Circumſtauces of the 
Fact, after which; his Majeſty 
was to Conlider whether he 
would interpole his Mercy , or 
let Juſtice take place. 

His Merciftulneſs extended even 
to his Beaſts, for when the Horſes 
that he had kept long, grew 
Old, he would not ſuffer them 
to be Sold, or much Wrought, 
but ordered his Men to turn them 
looſe on his Grounds, and put 
them only to eaſte work , ſuch 
as going to Market and the like ; 
he uſed old Dogs alſo with the 
fame care : His Shepherd having 
one that was become blind with 
wo Age, 
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Age, he intended to have kil- 
led or Joſt him , but the Judge 
coming to hear of it, made one 
of his Servants bring him home 
and fed him till he Died: And 
he was ſcarce ever feen more 
Angry than wich one of his Ser- 
vants for negleC&ting a Bird, that 
he kept, -ſo that it: Died for 
want of Food, 2 
He was a great incourager of: 
all young Perſons, that he ſaw 
followed their Books diligently, 
to whom he uſed to give di- 
rections concerning the method 
of their Study, with a humanity - 
and ſweetneſs, that wrought 
much on all that came near him : 
and in a ſmiling pleaſant way, 
he would admoniſh them, It 
he ſaw any thing amils in them : 
particularly it they went too 
fine in their Clothes, he would tell 


M 2 them, 
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them, #t did not become their Pro- 
feſſion: He was not pleaſed to 
lee Students wear long Perri- 
wigs, or Attorneys go with 
Swords ; ſo that ſuch young Men 
as would not be perſwaded 
to part with thoſe Vanities , 
when rhey went to him laid 
them aſide, and went as plain 
as they could , to ayoid the re. 
proof which they knew they 
might otherwiſe expect, 

He was very free and com- 
mMunicative in his Diſcourle , 
which he molt commonly fixed 
on ſome good and uſeful Sub. 
je, and loved for an Hour ar 
two at Night, to be viſited by 
ſome of his Friends. He neither 
laid nor did any thing with At- 
tectation, but uſed a fmplicity, 
that was both natural to.himfelf, 
and very ealle to athers: And 

| though 
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though he never ſtudied the 
modes of Civil:ty or Court bree- 
ding, yet he knew not what it 
was to be rude or harſh with 
any, except he were imperti- 
nently addrefled to in matters of 
Juſtice, then he would raiſe his 
Voice a little, and lo ſhake off 
thole Importuniries, | 
In his Furniture, and the ſer- 
vice of his Table, and way of 
Living ; he liked the old plain- 
nels G well, chat as he would 
ſet up none of the new Faſhions, 
ſo he rather afleted a Courle. 
neſs in the uſe of the old ones: 
which was more the effe&t of 
his Philoſophy than diſpoſition, 
for he loved fine things *roo 
much at fiſt: He was always 
of an equal "Temper , rather 
chearful than merry. Many won- 


dered to lee the evennels of 
M 4 his 
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his deportment, in ſome very 
{ad pallages of bis Life. 

Having loſt one of his Sons, 
the manner of whole Death had 
ſome © grievous circumſtances in 
it; One coming to ſee him and 
Condole,, he ſaid to him, thoſe 
were the effetts of living lone, ſuch 
muſt look to fee many ſad and un- 
acceptable thinzs; and having faid 
that, he went to other O-* 
courles, with his ordinary free- 
dom of Mind ; for though he 
had a Temper lo tender, that {ad 
things were apt enough to make 
deep Impreſſions upon; him, yet 
the regard he had to the Wil. 
dome and providence of God , 
and the juſt Eftimate he made 
of all Eternal things, did to ad- 
miration maintain the tranquili- 
ty of his Mind, and he gave no 
occaſion by idleneſs to Melan- 

cholly 
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cholly to corrupt his Spirit, bur 
by the perpetual bent of his 
thoughts, he knew well how to 
divert them from being opprefled 
with the exceſles of Sorrow. 

He had a generous and noble 
Tdea of God in his Mind, and 
this he found did above all o- 
ther Conſiderations preſerve his 
quiet. And indeed that was ſo 
well Eſtabliſhed in him, that no 
accidents, how ſudden ſoever, 
were oblerved to diſcompole 
him : Of which an Eminent Man 
of that Profeſſion, gave me this 
inſtance: In the year 1666, an 
Opinion did run through the 
Nation, that the end of the World 
would come that year. "This, whe- 
ther ſet on by Afﬀtrologers, os 
advanced by thoſe who thought 
it might have ſome: relation to 
the number of the Beaſt: in the 

IIs Reve. 
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Revelation, or. promored by Men 
of ill Deſigns, ro diſturb the pub. 
lick Peace, had ſpread migh- 
tily amoag the people; and Judge 
Hale going that year the 
Weſtern Circuit, it happened, that 
as he was on the Bench at the 
Aſſiſes, a moſt terrible Storm fell 
our very.unexpectedly, accompa- 
nied with ſuch flaſhes of Light. 
ning, andelaps of Thunder, that 
the like will hardly fall out in 
an Age ; upon which a whiſper 
or «a rumour run through the 
Crowd, that now Was the World 
to end, andthe day of Fudgment to 
begin, and at this there followed a 
general : Conſternation in the 
whole Aflembly, and all Men 
forgot the Bulineſs they were 
met about, and betook them- 
ſelves to their Prayers: This 
added to the horror raiſed by 


the 
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the Storm looked very dilmally ; 
in ſo much that my Author, a 
Man of no ordinary Refolution, 
and firmenſs of mind, confeſſed 
it made a great Impreſſion on bim- 
ſelf. Bur he told me, that he 4d 
obſerve the Tudge was not a whit 
affefied, and was going on with the 
Buſineſs of the Court -in his ordina- 
ry manner ; from which he made 
this conclulion , that bis thoughts 
were fo well fixed, that he believed 
if ihe World had been jeally to end, 
it would have given bimno conſide- 
rable diſtur bance. 

Bur I ſhall now conclude all 
that I ſhall ſay concerning him, 
with what one ot the greateſt 
Men of the Profeilion of the 
Law , ſent me as an abſtract of 
the Character he had made of 
him, upon long obſervacion, and 
much converl[2 wich .him : Ir 

| Vas 
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was ſent me, that from thence 
with the other Materials, I 
might make ſuch a Repreſenta- 
tion of him to the World, as he 
indeed deſerved, but I reſolved 
not to ſhred it out in parcels ,. 
but to (et it down entirely as 
it was ſent me , hoping that as 
the Reader will be much deligh- 
ted with it, ſo the Noble per- 
ſon that ſent it, will not be offen- 
ded with me for keeping, it en- 
tire, and ſetting it in the beſt 
light I could; Ir begins abruptly, 
being deligned to ſupply the de- 
fects of others, from whom I ' 
had dearlier and more copious 
Informations. 


de would never be brought to 
diſcourſe of publick Matters in pri- 
vate Converſation, but in queſtions 
of Law, when any young Lawyer 
; put 
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put a Caſe to him he Was very com- 
municative, eſpecially while he was at 
the Bar : But When he came to the 
Bench, he grew more reſerv'd , and 
would never ſuffer hu Opinion in 
any caſe to be Known, tall he Was 0- 
bliged to declare it Judicially ; And 
he concealed his Opinion in great Caſes 
ſo carefully, that the reſt of the Tudges 
in the ſame Court could never per- 
ceive it : His reaſon was , becauſe 
every Judge ought to give Sen- 
rence according to his own Per- 
{waſton and Conſcience, and nor 
to be {way'd by any reſpect or de- 
terence to another Mans Opini- 
on : And by this means it. hath hap. 
pened ſome times, that When all the 
Barons of the Exchequer had deli- 
vered ther Opinions, and agreed in 
their Reaſons and Arguments ; yet 
he coming - to ſpeak laſt, and differing 
in Tudgment from them, hath expreſt 

bim- 
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bimſelf with ſo much Weight and So. 
lidity,that the Barons have immediate- 
ly retratted their Votes and concurr'd- 
with bim. He hath fat as a Judge 


in all the Courts of Law, and in two of 


them as Cheif, but ſtill where-ever he 
fat, . all Buſmeſs of conſequence follow. 
ed him, and no Man was content to 
fit down by the Judgment of any 
ether Court, till the Caſe were brought 


before him, to ſee whether he were of 


the ſame mind; And his Opinion be- 
ing once known, Men did readily ac- 
quieſce m it ; and it was Very rarely 
ſeen, that any Man attempted to bring 
it about. agam, and be that did ſo, 
did it upon great diſadvantages, and 
Was always lookt upon as a very con- 
tentious Perſon; So that what Ci- 
cero. ſays of Brutus, did very often 
bappen to him, Etiam quos contra 


Statuit /Equos placatolque Di- , 


nulic, 


Nor 
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Nox did men reverence his Judg- 
ment and Opinion in Courts of Law 
only : But bu Authority was as 
great in Courts of Equity, and tbe 
ſame reſpe& and ſubmiſſion was paid 
to him there too; And this appeared 
not only in his own Court of Equity 
in the Exchequer Chamber, but in the 
Chancery too, for thither he was of- 
ten called to adviſe and aſſiſt the 
Lord Chancellor, or Lord Keeper for 
the time being; and if the Cauſe 
were of difficult Examination , or 
intricated and entanzled With variety 
of Settlements, no man ever ſhewed 
a more clear and diſcerning Judg- 
ment : If it were of great Value , 

and great Perſons inte; ereſted in it, 

no man ever ſhewed greater Courave 
and Integrity in laymg aſide all re- 
Jpeft of Perſons : When be came to 
deliver his Opinion, be always put his 
Diſcourſe into ſuch a method , that 
0g 
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one part of it gave light to the other, 
and Where the proceedings of Chaw. 
cery might prove Inconvenent to the 
Subjett, he never ſpared to obſerve 
and reprove them: And from bis 
Obſervations and Diſcourſes, the 
Chancery a taken occaſion to Eſta- 
bliſh many of thoſe Rules by Which 
it Governs it ſelf at this day. 

He did look upon Equity as a 
part of the Common-Law, and one of 
the Grounds of it ; and therefore as 
near as he could, he did always re- 
duce it to certain Rules and Prin- 
ciples, that men might Study it as 
a Science, and not think the Admi- 
niſtration of it had any thing arbi. 
trary in it. Thus eminent Was this 
man in every Station, and into What 
Court ſoever he was call'd, he quick- 
ly made it appear, that be deſerved 
the cheif Seat there. 

As great a Lawyer as he Was, 


be 
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he would never ſuffer the / ſtritneſs 
of Law to prevail againſt Conſcience, 
as great a Chancellor as he Was, he 
World make uſe of all the Niceties 
and Subtiltics m Law, when it tend:d 
ro ſupport Right and Equity. But 
nothing Was more admir ble m him, 
than bhs Patience : He did not affect 
the Reputation of Ou Quicknefs and 
diſpatch, by a haſty and Captions hea- 
ring of the Conncell : He would bear 
With the meaneſt, and gave every 
man his full Scope, thinking it much 
better to loſe Time than Patience + 
In ſumming np of an Evidence te a 
Jury, he would always require the 
Þarre to interrupt him if he did 
acres and to put him in mind of 
t, if be did forget the leaſt Circum- 

"aA fome Judges have been di/- 
turbed at this as a Rudenefs, Which 
he always looked upon a# a Servite 
and Reſpett dons to him. | 

N Fit 
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Hi whole Life Was nothing elſe 
but a continual courſe of Labour and 
Induſtry, and when he could borrow 
any time from the publick Service , 

it was Wholly employed either in 
Philoſophical or Divine Meditations , 

and even that was a publick Service 
too as it hath proved ; For they have 
occafioned bis Writing of ſuch Trea- 
tifes, as are become the Choiceſt en- 
tertainment of wiſe and good Men, 
and the World hath reaſon to wiſh 
that more of them were Printed : 


He that conſiders the active part of 


his Life, and with What unwearied 
Diligence and Application of Mind , 
he diſpatched all Mens Buſineſs which 
came under hs Care , will wonder 
how he could find any time for Con- 
templation : He that conſiders again 
the various Studies be paſt through, 
and the many Colleions and Obſer- 
vations be hath made, may as juſtly 
wonder 
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Wwouder how he could Tap any time 
for Aion: But no Man can wonder 
at the exemplary Piecy and Innocence 
of ſuch a Life ſo ſpent as this was , 
Whereim as he was car eful to avoid 
every idle Word, + fo tis manifeſt 
he never ſpent an idle day, They 
Who come far ſhort of this Great 
Man, will be apt enough to think 
that this is a Paneg yrick, which m- 
deed is a Hiſtory , and but a little 
| part of that Hiſtory which was with 
| oreat Truth to be related of him : 
"Men who deſpair of attaining ſuch 
| perfection, are not willing to "Gelieve 
that any Man elſe did ever arrive at 
ſuch a Height: 

He was the greateſt Lawyer of the 
| Age, and might have had What 
Praftice be pleaſed, but though he 
did moſt Conſcientiouſly affet the 
labours of his Profeſſion, yet at the 
fame time, he deſpiſed the Gain of 

M2 it; 
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it, and of thoſe profits which he 
would allow himſelf to receive, be 
always ſet apart 4 tenth Penny for 
the Poor, Which he ever diſpenſed 
with that ſecrecy, that they Who 
Were relieved, ſeldom or never knew 
their Benefaftor : Fle took more pains 
to avoid the Honours and Preferments 
of the Gown, than others do to com- 
paſs them. Fiis Modeſly Was be- 
yond all Example, for where ſome 
Men who never attained to half his 
Knowledge, have been pufft up with 
a high conceit of themſelves, and 
have affe&ed all occaſions of raiſe ng 
their own Eſteem by depr ectating 0- 
ther Men , He on the contrary was 
the moſt  obliging Man that ever 
Prattiſed : If a young Gentleman 
ha apfen: ed to be retamd to argue a 
port {12 Law, Where he was on the 
contrary fide, he would very often 
mend the Objefions when he came to 

repeal 


, 


: 
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repeat them, and always Commend 
the Gentleman if there were room 
for it, and one good word of his was 
of more advantage to a young Man, 


than all the favour of the Court 
could be. 


Having thus far purſued his 
Hiſtory and Character, in the 
publick and Exemplary parts of 
his Life, without interrupting 
the thread of the Relation, with 
what was private and Domeltick, 
I {hall conclude with a ſhort ac- 
count of theſe. 


He was twice Married, his 
firſt Wite was Ame Daughter of 
Sir Henry Moore, of Faly in Berk- 
ſhire, Grandchild to Sir Francis 
Moore, Serjeant at Law; by her 
he had Ten Children, the tour 
firſt Died young, the other lix 

| N 3 lived 
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lived to be all Married; And he 


out lived them all, except his 
eldeſt Daughter, and his youngeſt 
Son, who are yet alive. 

His elde{t Son Robert Married 
Frances the Daughter of Sir Fran- 
cts Chock, of Avington in Berk- 
ſhire , and they both dying in a 
little rime one after another left 
five Children, two Sons Matthew 
and Gabriel, and three Daugh- 
ters, Anne, Mary, and Frances , 
and by the Judges advice, they 
both made him their Executor , 
{o he took his Grandchildren in- 
to his own Care, and among them 
he left his Eſtate. 

His ſecond Son Matthew ; 
Married Anne the Daughter of 
Mr. Matthew Simmonds, of Hilſley, 
in Gloceſterſhire, who dyed ſoon 
after, and lefr one Son behind 
him named Mattherw. 


His 
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His third Son Thomas, Married 
Rebekah the Daughter of Chriſtian 
Le Brune , a Dutch Merchant , 
and Died without Iflue. 


His fourth Son Edward, Mar- 
ried Mary, the Daughter of Ed- 
mund Goodyere, Elq; of Heythorp, 
in Oxfordſhire, and ſtill icon he 
has two Sons, and three Daugh- 
TEers. 

His cldeſt Daughter Mary, was 
Married to Edward Pra Son 
of Edward Alderly, of Inniſhamon, 
in the County of Cork in Ir eland, 
who dying, left her with ewo 
Sons, and three Daughters; ſhe 
is ſince Married to Fdward Ste- 
phens, Son to Edward Stephens , 
Eſq; of Cherington in Gloceſter- 
ſhire. His youngeſt Daughter El: 
zabeth was Married to Edvard 
Webb, Elq ; ; Barriſter at Law , 
N 4 ſhe 
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ſhe Died, leaving two Children, 
2 Son and a Daughter. 

His ſecond Wite was Anne, he 
' Daughter of Mr. Jofeph Biſhop, 
of Faly in Berkſhire, by whom 
he had no Children ; He gives 
her a great CharaRter i in his Will, 
as a moſt dutiful , faichful , and 
loving Wife, and cherefore ruſted 
the breeding of his Grand-Chil- 
dren to her Care, and left her one 
of his Executors,co whom hejoyn- 
ed Sir Robert Jenkimſon, and Mr. 
Gibbon. So much may ſuffice of 
thole deſcended from him. 

In after times, it is not to be 
doubred, bur it will be reckoned 
no ſmall Honour to derive from 
him; And this has made me 
more particular in reckoning up 
his Iflue, I ſhall next give an 
Account of che Iſſues of his Mind, 
his Books, that are either Prin- 
ted, 
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ted, or remain in Manuſcript ; 


| for the laſt of theſe by his Will, 


he has forbid the Printing of 
any of them after his Death , 


| except ſuch as he ſhould give 


order for in his Life: But he 
ſeems to have changed his mind 


| afterwards, and to have left it 


to the deſcretion of his Execu- 
tors, which of thera might be 
Printed ; for though he does not 
exprels that, yer he ordered by 
a Codicill, that if any Book of 
bis Writing, as will touching the 
Common Law, as other Subjefts ; 


ſhould be Printed; then what ſhould 


be given for the Conſfaderation of the 
Copy, ſhould be divided into Ter 


ſhares, of which be appointed Seven 


to 20 among his Servants, and 1 hree 
to thoſe who had Copied them out, and 
were to look after the Impreſſzov. 
The reaſon, as I have under. 


ſtood 
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flood it, that made him ſo un- 
willing to have any of his 
Works Printed after his Death, 
was ; That he apprehended in the 
Licenſing them, ( which was ne. 
ceflary before any Book could 
be lawfully Printed, by a Law 
then in force , but ſince his Death 
determined ) ſome things might 
have been ſtruck out or altered ; 
which he had obſerved not with- 
out fore Indignation, had been 
done to a part of the Reports , 
of one whom he had much 
Efteemed. 

This in matters of Law, he laid, 
might prove to be of ſuch miſchievous 
Conſequence, that he thereupon re. 
folved none of his Writings, ſhould 
be at the Mercy of Licenſers; And 
therefore becauſe he was not 
fore, that they ſhould be Pub- 
lihed withour Expurgations or 
In- 
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Interpolations, he forbid the Prin- 
ting any of them; in which he 
afterwards made ſome Alterati- 
on, at leaft he gave occalion by 
his Codicill, to infer that he al- 
tered his mind. 

This I have the more fully 
explained, that his laſt Will may 
be no way miſunderſtood, and 
that his worthy Executors , and 
his Hopeful Grand-Children , 
may not conclude themſelves ro 
be under an Indiſpenſible obli. 

gation, of depriving the publick 


of his excellent Writings. 
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A Catalogue of all his 
Books that are Prin- 
ted, and are to be 
Sold by Wilham Shrowſ- 
bury at the Sign of the 
Bible in Duke-lane. 


"L He primitive Origination 
7 of Mankind ; conlide- 
red and examined ac- 


cording to the light of Na+ 
ture, Fol. 

2. Contemplations Moral and Divine, 
part 1. Octavo. | 

3. Contemplations Moral and Divine, 
part 2. Octavo, 

4. Difficiles Nuge, or Obſervations 
touching the Torricellian Experi- 
ment, and the various ſolutions 


of 
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of the ſame, eſpecially touch. 
ing the Weight and Elaſticity of 
the Air. Octavo. 


| 5. An FEfſay touching the Grav:.. 


tation or Non-Gravitation of 


fluid Bodies, and the Reaſons 


_ thereof. Ocavo. 


. Obſervations touching the prin. 
ciples of natural Motions, and 
eſpecially rouching Rarefattion, 
and Condenſation ; togerher with 
a Reply to certain Remarks , 
rouching the Gravitation of 
Fluids. Octayo. 

. The Life and Death of Pompo. 
nins Atticus, written by his 
Contemporary and Acquain- 
tance Cornelius Nepos , tranfla- 
ted our of his Fragments ; to- 
gether with Obſeryations, Politi- 
cal and Moral thereupon, 
Octayo. 


S. Pleas 
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$. Pleas of the Crown, Or a me- 
thodical Summary of the Princi- 
pal matters relating to that Sub- 
ject. Octavo, 


 —— — _ — 


Manuſcripts of his not 
yet Publiſhed, 


I. | Oncerning the ſeconda- 
ry Origination of Man- 
kind. Fol. 


2. C ,oncerning Religion , 5 Vol. 
in Fol. viz. 


I. De Des, Vox Metapbyſica, 
Pars. I. & 2. 

2. Pars 3. Vox Nature,Pro- 
videntig, Ethice, Conſci- 
ies 


3. Liber 


: 
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2. Liber ſextus, ſeptimus , 
Octavus. 

4. Pars 9. Concerning the 

H. Scriptures, their Evi- 

dence and Authority. 

5. Concerning the Truth of 

che H. Scripture, and the 

Evidences thereof. 


i 
' 


3. Of Policy in matters of Rel:- 
|. S101.  FOL 
4. De Anima, to Mr. B. Fol. 

5. De Anima , Tranſlations be- 
eween him and Mr. B. Fol. 
6. Tentamina, de ortu, natura & 

1111100 talitate Anime. Fol. 
7. Magnetiſmus Magneticus, Fol. 
VS. Magnetiſmns Phyſt cas, F ol. 
g. Magnetiſmus Divinus. 
10. De generatiome Animalium & 
a egetabilium, Fol. Lat. 
. Of the Law of Nature, Fol. 


12. A 
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12. A Letter of advice to his | 
Grand-Children. Quarto. 

2. Placita Corone, 7 Vol. Fol. 

14. Preparatory Notes concerning 
che Right of the Crown, Folz | 

15. Incepta de Juribus Corone, Fol. | 

16. De Prerogativa Regis, Fol. | 

17. Preparatory Notes touching 
Parliamentary proceedings, 2 Vol. 
(Quarto. 

18. Of the Juriſdifion of the | | 
Houſe of Loyds, Quarto. _ 

:9. Ot the Jariſdition of the Ad. 
miralty. 

20, Touching Ports and Cuſtoms, 
Fol. 

21, Of the Right of the Sea and 


the Armes thereof, and Cuſtoms, ( 
Fol, | 
22. Concerning the adyantement 1 
of Trade, Quarto. ; 


22. Of Sheriffs Accounts, Fol. 
2 4. Copres of Evidences, Fol. 
25, Mr, 
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25. Mr. Seldens Diſcourſes, Octa-» 
16. Exgerpta ex Schedis Seldenianss. 
27. Journal of the 18 and 21 Ja- 
cobi Regis, Quarto... © © 
' 1: 28.. Great Common place | Book of 
Reports or Caſes in the Law, in 
Law French, Fol: 


In Bundles. 


| N - Quod tibi fliers, rc. 
Matth. J* US - 
Touching Puniſhments,in 


_ relation to che Secman.' Con- 
|. croveriſucs,[f, 
Policies of the Church of Rome. | 
Concerning the Laws of England. | | 
Of the amendment of the; Laws bf | 
England. - F311} | 
[Touching Proviſion for the Poor: l 
Upon Mr. Hobbs -his Manuſcript: | _ 
Concerning. the'time of the aboli- | 
tion of the Jewiſh Laws: - 
Oy O In 


194. The Life and Death of 
In Quarto. 


\ od it Deus: 
| Of the State and Condition 
| t - of the Soul and Body 
afcer Death. 


Notes concerning matters of La. 


——A 


To theſe I ſhall add the Cata- 
logue 'of the Manuſcripts, 

:- .- Which he left to the Honou. | 

'  rable Society of Lincolns-Tun ,| 

with that part of his Will tha 

concerns them. 


my Honour and pect| 

to- the Dociety of Lin-| : 

colns-Inn, Where Þ had the 

g2eatelt part of my Educati-| | 

on ; 'Þ give and _— - 
a 


Ts As a teſtimony of| 


 @ \ & T7 + on 
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| that Honiozable Society the 


ſeveral Manuſcript Books, 
cotitained' in a Schedule 
annexed 'to ut Wy Will: hey 
art 4 Dre oe ha- 
ving atid ktepititt ; which JP 


| Havk beeri-near Forty years 
| it gatheriig, Wifh very 


K2eat Induſtry and | Ex- 
Petit : Py. defire is, that 
fafe; and all to- 


th bekep 
iether ; 'un remembrance of 
mt; Dhey- Were ft to be 
Vdtttid iti” Aecther-- anbv 
Chained, atid'kept in Ar- 
tHives: Þ Afſire they may 
not -b: lent ont, o2 -diſpoſcd 
oft: Otily if J happenhere- 
after, to have any df my 
Polterity of that Dociety, 
cat -delires -to tranfcribe 
any Book, and give very 


490d Caution to reſto!e 1t 
0's -# 
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again in a pzefired time, 
ſucy as the Wenchers of | - 
that Society in Councill 

ſhall appzove of ; then, and 

not otherwiſe, only- one 

2Gook-at one time may be 

lent- out to them by the. 
Society; {fo that there be | 
no mo2e but one 2Book of 
thoſe Books abroad out of 
tize Library at one time. 
They are a Treaſure that 
are not fit foz every Mans 
Uiew; noz 18 every Man 
capable of making uſe of |* 
them.: Only Þ would have | 
nothing - of theſe 25ooks |: 
P2inted, but intirely p2e- |, 
ſerved together, foz the nſe | 
of the induittrious learned 
<Pembers of that Society. | 


A 
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b ACatalogue of the Books 


given by him to Lin 
colns-Inn, according to 
the Schedule annexed 
to his Will. 


L acita de tempore Regis Johan- 
| nis 1 vol. ſticchr. 


Placita coram Rege E. x. two val. 
Placita coram Rege E. 2, one yol. 
Placita coram Rege E. 3, three yol.: 
Placita coram Rege R. 2, one vol. 


Placita coram Rege H. 4. H. 5. one 
vol. | 


Placita de Banco, E. 1. ab amo 1, ad. 
annum 21. one vol. 


O 3 Tran. 
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Tranſcripts of many Pleas, coram 
Rege & de Banco E. x, one vol. 


The Pleas in the Exchequer, filed 
Communia, from x E. 3- to 46 
E. 3, five vol. | 


Cloſe Rolls of King John, verbatim, 


of the moſt material things, one 
vol. == 


The pr incipal matters in the Cloſe 

and Patent Rells, of H. 3.tran- 
ſcribed verbatim, from g H. 3. 
to 56H. 3. five vol. velome 


marked &. L 


The pr incipal marters in the Cloſe 
and Patent Rolls, E. 1. with ſe- 
veral Copies and: abſtratts of Re-- 
cords, one vol. marked F. 


A long Book of abſtxaZts of __ 


cords, by me. 


Cloſe 


| 


—_——— 
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Cloſe and Patent Rolls, from 1 to 


10 E.3, and other Records of 
the time of H. 3, one yol. 
marked I. 


Cloſe Rolls of 15 E. 3. with other 
Records, one yol, marked N. 


| Cloſe Rolls trom 17 to 38 E.-3, 


two vol. 


| Cloſe and Patent Rolls from 40 E. 3. 


to 50 BF. 3. one vol, marked B. 
Cloſe Rolls of BE. 2. with other Re- 


cords, one vol. R. 


Cloſe and Patent Rolls, . and Char- 
ter Rolls in the time of King 
Fobn for the Clergy, one vol. 


A great Volum of Records of ſc- 
veral natures, G. 


O 4 The 
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The Leagues of the Kings of | 
Engl, tempore E. 1. E.z. E.z. 
one vol. 


A Book of ancient Leagues and mi., 
litary proviſtons, one vol. 


The Reports of Iters, of Derby, 
Noitingham and Bedford, JE, 5Ys 


ſcribed, one vol. 


i _ 


Itinera Foreſt de Pickerity & Lan. 
eaſter, tranſcript ex Origmali one 


vol. 


| An ancient Readins, very farge 
upon Charta de Forcſta, and of 
ae Foreſt Laws. 


Tae Tranſcript of the Iter For eſta 
de Dean, 1 vol. 


Quo Warranto and Liberties of the 
County of Glegeſter , with the 


Pleas of theChace of Kingewood, 


one vol. Tran- 
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Tranſcript of the Black Book of the 
Admiralty , Laws of the Army, 
Impoſitions and ſeveral Ho. 


nours, one vol. 


* Records of Patents, Inquiſitions, Cc. 
of the County of Leiceſter 
one vol. 


Muſter and Military proviſions of all 
{orrs, extracted trom the Re- 
cords, one vol. 


Gervaſius Tilburienſis or the Black 
Book of the Exchequer, one vol. 


The Kings Title ro the pre-emptiqn 


of Tin, a thin vol. 


Calender of the Records in the 
Tower, a\ſmall vol. | 


A Miſcellany of divers Records , 
Orders, and other things of va- 
rigus natures, marked E. 1 vol. 

ANnv. 
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Another ot the like nature in leather 
Caver, 1 vol. 


A Book of divers Records and 
Things relating to the Chancery, 
one vol. 


Titles of Honour and Pedigrees, el- 
pecially touching Clifford, one 


vol. 


Hiſtory of the Marches ot Wales 
colle&ted by me, 1 yol. 


Certain Collefions touching Titles 
of Honour, one yol. 


Cepies of ſeveral Records touching 


Premunre, 1 vol. 


Bxtra#t of Commiſſions tempore, H. 7. 
H.8. R. and the proceedings 
in the Court Military, between 


Ray and Ramſey, one vol. 
TE; Peti.. 


Sr Matthew Hale: 207 
Petitions in Parliament tempore, E. 1. 


E. 2. E.3. IH. 4. three: vol. 


Summons of Parliament, from 49 
H.3., to 22 E. 4- inthree vol. 


| The Parliament Rolls From the be- 
| gimning of E, 1. to the end- of 
R. 3. in 19 Volums, yiz, one 
of EF. 1. one of E..2. with the 
Ordinatiens. twa of E. 3. three 
of R. 2. two of H. 4. two of 
H. 5. tour of H. 6. three of 
K, 4: one of R. 3. all Tran- 
{cribed at large. 


id 


Mr. Elfinzs Book couching pro- 
ceedings in Parlianient, I vol. 


Noye's ColleBion touching. he 
Kings Supplies, x vol; ſiccht. 


A Book of various Colleftons "out 
of Records and Regiſter of Can- 
- Ter - 
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. terbury, and Claymes at the Co 
ronation of R. 2. one vol. 


Tranſcript of Biſhop Uſhers Notes, 
principally concerning Chro- 
nology,three large vol. 


A Tranſcript out of Dooms-day- 
Book of Glocefter. ſhire and He- 
reford-ſhire, and of ſome Pipe- 

Rolls, and old Accompts of 

the Cuſtoms, one vol. 


Extrafts and Colletions out of Re- 
cords touching Titles of Fs- 


nour, one vol. 


Extrafts of Pleas, Patents and 
Cloſe-Rolls, tempore H. 3. E. 1. 
F. 2. E. 3. andſome old 41- 
tiquities of Enzland, one vol. 


Colleftions and Memorials of many 
Records and Antiquities , one 


vol. $ eldens. C a; 
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Calender of Charters, and Records 
in the Tower , touching: Glou- 


ceſter-ſhire. 
| Colleftion of Notes and Records of 


various natures , marked M. 
one vol, Seldeni. 


. 


Tranſcript of the Iters of London, 
Kent, Cornwall, one yol. 


Extratts out of the Lei iger-Books 


of Battell Eveſham, a incon, &C. 
one yol. Seldenti. 


Copies of the principal Records in 
the Red-Book, in the Exche. 


quer. one vol. 


Extras of Records and Treaties , 


relating to Sea-affairs. one 
—_ . 


Records touching Cuſtoms, Ports" 
Par- 
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. . Partition. of: the Dar © of Gil, 
- De: Clare, &c, « | 


' 


Extratt of Pleas in the time of 
"® 1), King JG E.- nu: We. 


- ohE vol. 


Carte Antique in the Tower | 
Tranſcribed, in 2 vol. 


Chronological Remembrances , EX. 


| { tracted out of the Notes of 
.. Biſhop.: ſtor One. Glue 


fficched 
Inquiſutiones de Legs) Wallie. Ong 
BY rt ck 
Colleions or Records | touching 
.. Knighthood. ©. - 
tf Irles fo imtour! | Galen, [1 
vol. 


Mathematitks and. Portifications: 
-©nc vol. Pro. 
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Proceſſus Curie Militaris. one 
vol. 5 I 


A Book of Honour ſtitched. one 
vol” © * Heck 


Extrafts out of the Reoiſtry of 
Canterbury. Foy 


Copies of ſeveral Records rouch- 


ing proceedings in the Military 
Court. one vol. 


Abſtrafts of Summons and Rolls 
of Parliament, out of the Book 
Dunelm. and 'fome Records 


Ay digeſted. one 


VOL, 


Abſtrafis of divers Records in the 


Office of firſt Fruits. one volt. 
{titched. 


Mathematical and Aſtrological Cal- 
© Eulations, 1 yol. A 
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A Book of Divinity. 


Two large Repoſitories of Records, 
marked A. and B 


WF thoſe above are in Folio. || 
He proceedings of the For- 
reſts ſts of OO Dean, | 
and Eſſex, ——_ | 
one vol: 


—_— 


. 
——_—_— 


| Thoſe that follow, are moſt of them 


in Velome or Parchment. ſ 


- 
Dr  S 4 
— 


Wo Books of old Statutes, 
T one ending, H. 7. The 
other, 2 A. 5. with 

the Sums. ewo vol. 


Five laſt JEars of FE, 3. one vol. 
Reports tempare, E. 2, one vol. 


The 
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| The Tear Bok of R. 2. and ſome: 


., qthers. one vol. 


An old Chronicle from the | Crea-. 
tion ro'E 3. one vol. Va 


A Mathematical - Book, ſpecially 


| of $37” gi one vol.. 
. My 


A Dutch Rook of Gemeny, and 


Fortification. | \\ 
a W SETIICLY att dk \ J \ 
Murti Benevenlani nt: one. 
$0 S344 YL BIS 1 OM 
vol. F ES. |. ' w YT 
Bard) in 4 
Reports temipore F. 2% : under Ti) 
tles. one” vol. BY Th 
' [ s 
BITS 2H) 
An old jo, FTOe” lame Plegs: 
'I YOl-:.; 


—_ «FT F Li.1\)1 Ray bs f L3G oy 
| Berndrdj Bratrack OTOL one 
vol 


* : þ ; 
= * s | * 7 _— , 4 EIT) a c . 
JV "Ss e F L © 4 
4 1 b 1 y __ ; RY 6. mi F. \ s ©£C 
. . Li 
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Trer Cantis and London, and ſome | 
Reports, tempore E, 2. one 

_ vol. Xi 
Reports, tempore, E. 1. & E. 2. 
one vol. 
Leiper Book, Abbatizx De Bello. 
Ifidors opera. 
Liber altercationis, &+ Chriſtiane 
-Obiloſopbiz, contra Pagamos. 
Hiſtoria Petri Mandincatorii. 
Flornu Aſtronomica. 
H iſtoria Ecclefie Dunelmenſis. 
Holandi Chymica. 
De: Alchymice Scriptoribus. 
The black-Book of the. New-Law, 
Colle&ted by me, and di. | 
 peſted::irito alphabetical Titles,- 
Written with my own hand, 
which is the Original Coppy- 


ou - 


MarTrTarew Hart. 


| The 


$:r Matthew Hale. 211 


The Conclufion. 


© Hus lived and died Sir 

Matthew Hale, the renoun- 

ed Lord Cheif Juſtice of 
England: He had one of the 
bleſſings of Virtue in the higheſt 
meaſure of any of the Age, that 
does not always follow it, which 
was, that he was univerſally much 
valued and admired by Men of all 
ſides and perſwaſions. For as none 
could hate him but for his Juſtice 
and Virtues, ſo the great eſtima- 
tion he was generally in , made; 
that few durſt undertake to de- 
fend lo ingrateful a Paradox , as 
any thing ſaid to leſſex him would 
have appeared to be. ' His Name 
is ſcarce eyer mentioned fince 


FP 2 his 
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his Death, without particular 
accents of ſingular reſpe&. His 
opinion in points of Law generally 
paſles as an wncontroulable autho- 
rity, and is often pleaded in all 
the Courts of Juſtice : And all 
that knew him well, do ſtill 
ſpeak of him as one of the per- 
fefieſt patterns of Religion and Vir- 
tue they ever ſaw. 

The Commendations given him 
by all forts of people are ſuch, 
that I can hardly come under 
the Cenſures of this Age, for any 
thing | have ſaid concerning him ; 
yet it this Book lives to after- 
time7, it will be looked on per- 
haps as a Picture, drawn more 
according to fancy and mvention, 
than after the Life , if it were 
not that thoſe who knew him 
well, eſtabliſhing its Creditin the 
preſent Age, wHl - make it paſs 
down 


| 
: 
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down to the next with 2 clearer 


authority, 

I ſhall purſue his praiſe no 
further in my own words , but 
ſhall add what the preſenc Lord 
Chancellor\, of Eneland © ſaid con- 
cerning him, when he delivered 
the Cominiilbe to the-Lord Chief 
Tuftice Rainsford, who ſucceeded 
him in that Office, which he be. 
gan 1n this manner. 0 

The Vacancy of the *Seat of the 
Chief Juſtice of this Court,” and that 
by a way and means fo unuſual, as 
the Reſignation of him , that lately 


24 
held it, and this too hroceeding fr 01 


fo deploreable a cauſe, as the mfir- 


mity of that Body, which began to 
forſake the" ableſt Mind that ever 


on here, hath filled the Kingdom 


with Lamentations , and given the 
AS many and penſtve "thoughts 
bow to - ſupply that - Vacancy again. 


Py "And 
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And a little after ſpeaking to 
his Succeſſor , He ſaid, The very 
: Labours of the place, and that weight 
and fatigue of Buſmefſs Which attends 
it, are no ſmall diſcouragements ; For 
what Shoulders may not juſtly fear 
that Burthen which made him ſtoop 
that went before you * Net I confeſs 
you have a greater diſcouragement 
than the meer Burthen of your Place, 
and that is the unimitable Example 
of your laſt Predeceſſor : Oneroſum 
eſt ſuccedere bono Principi, was 
the ſaying of him in the Panegyrick ; 
And you will find it ſo too that are 
to ſucceed ſuch a Chief Juſtice, of ſo 
indefatizable an Induſtry, ſo mvim- 
cible a Patience, ſo exemplary an Tn- 
tegrity, and ſo magnanimous 4a con- 
tempt of worldly things, without 
which no Man can be truly great ; 
and to all this a Man that was ſo 
abſolute a Maſter of the Science of 


the 
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the Law, and even of the moſt ab- 
fruce and hidden parts of it, that one 
may truly ſay of bis knowledge m 
the Law, what St. Auſtin ſaid of 
St. Hieroms knowledge i Divini- 
ty, Quod Hieronitms neſcivir, 
nullns mortalium unquam fci- 
vit. And therefore the King would 
not ſuffer himſelf to pet with ſo 
great a Man, till be bad placed up- 
et bim all the marks bf beunty and 
eſteem, which his retired and weak 
Condition was capable of. 

To this high Charatter, in 
which che Exprefiions, as they 
well become the Elogquence 'of him 
who pronounced them, ſo they do 
agree exaCtly to the Srbjeft, with- 
out the abarements that are of- 
ren to be made for Rhetorick ; 
[ ſhall add chat parc of the Lord 
Chief Juſtices anſwer, in which 
he ſpeaks of his Predeceſlor. 

P 4 4 
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 =— A perſon in whom bis ent- 
nent Virtues, and deep Learning, have 
long managed a conteſt for the Su. 
perzority, | which is not decided to this 
day, nor will it ever be determined_'1 
ſuppoſe, which ſhall get the upper 
hand.. A perſon that "has ſat in this 
Court theſe many Nears ,: of whoſe 
afFions there I have been \ an eye. and 
ear witneſs, that by the, greatneſs of 
his learning: always charmed his Au- 
ditors to reverence and attention ; "A 
perſon of whom T think. 1 may bold. 
ly ſay, that. as former times cannot 
ſhew any Superiour to, bm , fo 1 
am confident ſucceeding, and ' future 
time will never ſhew.. any equal : 
Theſe conſiderations . herghtned by 
what T have heard from your Lord- 
ſhip concerning . him, made me anxi- 
ous and doubtful, and put. me to. a 
ffand, bow 1 ſhould ſucceed fo able, 
/ goed, -and. Fe oreat "a, Man: It 
doth 
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doth very much trouble me , that 1 
who in compariſon of him am but 
like a Candle lighted in the. Sun. 
ſhme, or like a Glow-worm at mid- 
day, ſhould ſucceed ſo great a Perſon, 
that is and will be & avknnh fa- 
mous to all Poſterity: and I myſt 
ever wear this Motto nm my breaſt 
to comfort me, and in my attions to 
excuſe me, 


Sequitur 5 quamvis non paſſubus 
&qui, 


Thus were Panegyricks made 
upon him while yer alive, in 
that ſame Court of Juſtice which 
he had ſo worthily governed, 
As he was honoured while he 
lived, ſo he was much lamen- 
ted when he died: And this 
will till be acknowledged as 
a juſt inſcription for his Memo- 


TY, 


-—>— n—_—_— —_— _ —_— 
% 


any {uchito be put\om' his Forb- 
ſtone. Kt - Kay \ 991 WI 
THAT HE,WAS.QNE 'OF. THE 
GREATEST PATTERNS THIS AGE 
HAS AFFORDED, WHETHER IN 
HIS' PRIVATE: DEPORTMENT AS 
A. CHRISTIAN, OR+IN HIS: PUB- 
LICK EMPLOYMENTS, EITHER. 
AT THE BAR OR ON THE 
BENCH. Ee 
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ry, though his :modeſty forbid . 
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